US/Israel hands off Iran! No
liberation through US bombs!

Statement adopted by the Executive Bureau of the Fourth
International on 28 February 2026.

1. After several years and different US governments
threatening Iran with military attack, the USA, in alliance
with Israel, has launched missile strikes and bombs against
the country. Trump has called on the Iranian military to
surrender or ‘face certain death’. Iran has retaliated with
strikes on US military bases across the Gulf and now there is
a threat of a wider regional war.

2. The pretext for this war is the ‘inconclusive’ negotiations
around Iran’s nuclear programme and Trump’s claim that Iran 1is
building long range missiles to strike at Europe or even the
USA, the same refrain as when George W Bush and Tony Blair
claimed that Iraq could strike at western targets with only
“45-minute warning” in 2003. The hypocrisy of the strongest
military powers — equipped with global striking power and
nuclear weapons — claiming that Iran is a meaningful threat to
people as far away as New York is obvious. Iran had offered
some concessions in its Uranian enrichment programme and also
to open up its gas and oil to US contracts — this was not
enough for a bully and a war monger like Trump who demands
complete subservience and obedience to himself personally and
the US geo-politically.

3. Military actions must be viewed in the context of the
openly aggressive and colonialist turn of the US under a
neofascist government, with growing competition between
imperialisms for direct access to resources as the neoliberal
and globalizing order disintegrates. The kidnapping of Nicolas
Maduro and Cilia Flores 1in Venezuela, and the consequent
control over the country government, Trump’'s threats against
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Greenland, ongoing genocide against the Palestinians and the
planned “reconstruction” of Gaza, the annexation of the West
Bank and now the bombs falling on Tehran, are all part of this
new world order. The first missiles were initially launched by
Israel before being followed up with US military ordinance
launched from its warships and aircraft carriers in the
region. This once again demonstrates the close military and
political connection between the two countries.

4. While this 1latest aggression continues the Trump
governments’ pattern of contempt for international law, the
sovereignty of nations, and the use of threats and actual
violence to advance what it regards as US interests, Trumps
attack on Iran is the just the latest chapter in a long
history of US aggression against Iran and its peoples. The US
has never forgiven Iran for overthrowing the US backed
repressive comprador regime of the Shah in the popular 1979
revolution that overthrew the Pahlavi monarchy. All US
presidents since then have used economic boycotts and
occasional military action against the country. They have all
cynically claimed to support the Iranian people against the
dictatorship of the mullahs as thin cover for their desire to
control the region and its oil supplies.

5. The recent popular uprising against the Iranian government
and the brutal way in which the Iranian theocratic regime has
crushed it might cause some people to be sympathetic to the
US/Israeli attack in the hopes of creating regime change.
Sensing an opportunity to return to power the military strikes
have been praised by supporters of the exiled Iranian royalist
leader, Reza Pahlavi son of the Shah, whose family was
overthrown in the revolution in 1979. Pahlavi visited Israel
in April 2023 to discuss regime change in Iran and has made no
secret of his hopes that Netanyahu can be helpful his plans
for restoration.

6. As the bombs started to fall Trump announced to the people
of Iran that “The hour of your freedom is at hand”. This



attack is not about liberation, and no one should believe that
the USA or Israel, hands soaked in blood from Gaza and
elsewhere has any interest in human freedom or happiness. This
a geopolitical strategic consideration by the forces of US
imperialism to assert greater control of the region. As we
said in our_statement from 5 January “We reject the plans for
‘regime change’ by Trump and Netanyahu, who are attempting to
impose a solution from above by financing the monarchist
movement and threatening further military intervention against
Iran. Behind Trump’s plans lies the explicit objective of
gaining control of fossil fuel reserves, as he clearly stated
with regard to Venezuela.”l

7. The masses of Iran have been struggling for years to
overthrow the Iranian theocratic government. Iranian women in
particular have been in the forefront of these movements, most
notably in the “Woman, Life, Freedom” movement in 2022. Iran
has a large working class and trade unions that fight,
particularly in the oil sector. Students most recently came
out in mass protests after the regime slaughtered thousands in
January. The Iranian government is weak, held together only by
violence and fear.

8. The task of overthrowing the Iranian regime is the task of
the people of Iran, and the Fourth International supports the
anti-imperialist and class struggle democratic forces there in
their struggle.

For mobilisations against the war across the world!
No US and Israeli war on Iran

Solidarity with the people of Iran
End U.S. imperialism and Israeli colonialism

1 Against the theocratic and authoritarian regime in Iran and
imperialist interference: solidarity with the struggle of the
Iranian people
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Stop Israel Now! Executive
Bureau of the Fourth
International, 13 June 2025

Israel’s unprecedented attack on Iran is a direct result of
the impunity it has enjoyed while carrying out a live-streamed
genocide in Palestine over the past 20 months. Under the false
pretext of “self-defense,” Israel has escalated its long-
standing policy of Palestinian erasure into full-scale
genocide. Now, it extends that aggression by bombing Iran,
claiming to defend itself from a hypothetical nuclear
threat—despite not being a signatory to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty and remaining unaccountable for its own
nuclear arsenal.

This impunity is made possible by the United States and other
governments that continue to arm Israel-supplying weapons,
funding, and political cover as it carries out mass atrocities
across the region. The U.S. has emphasized that Israel acted
unilaterally in its strike on Iran and has denied any
involvement while being the primary supplier of the weapons
used in this attack. Alongside other governments that arm and
shield Israel, the U.S. 1is complicit in enabling Israel’s
expanding aggression across the region. They are all partners
in atrocity.

This belligerence has not only claimed civilian lives, but it
also threatens the long and courageous struggle of the Iranian
people against a repressive regime, of which the latest high
point was the movement “Woman, Life, Freedom”. History shows
clearly: there is no path to democracy under the shadow of
war.
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We stand firmly with the people of Iran-both in their ongoing
resistance to dictatorship and in their right to live free
from foreign military aggression. We denounce Israel’s attack
on Iran and demand international pressure to stop its reckless
regional escalation now.

We urgently demand:

Hands off Iran!

An immediate end to regional escalation!

Solidarity with political prisoners and human rights defenders
in Iran, and vigilance against further repression by the
regime.

As we have done for months, we continue to demand:

Sanctions on Israel now!
An immediate end to all arms trade with Israel!
Global mobilization to stop the genocide in Palestine!

Statement by the Executive Bureau of the Fourth International,
13 June 2025

Image Copyright: Mehr News Agency, CC BY 4.0

Iran: Support for the “Woman,
Life, Freedom” Uprising — No
to Executions ! (Solidarity
statement)

This solidarity appeal and the initial signatories, that
include members of the French National Assembly and the
European Parliament, was originally published on 20 January
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2023, in French, on the independent website Mediapart
(mediapart.fr). This English translation is republished from
‘Europe Solidaire San Frontieres’ (ESSF — Europe Solidarity
Without Frontiers, an association for 1international
solidarity):
https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article65392 It 1is
also available in PDF form in English, French, Kurdish,
Persian, German, Spanish and Italian languages (links also
here) .

Signatories are still sought — contact info@ecosocialist.scot
for how to sign.

Iran: Support for the “Woman, Life,
Freedom” Uprising - No to
Executions !

Since the murder of Jina-Mahsa Amini on September 16 by the
morality police, a popular uprising unprecedented in its
scope, depth and duration has shaken the Islamic Republic of
Iran. In less than 48 hours, the slogan “Woman, Life, Freedom”
spread throughout the country, then around the world.

The fight for the fall of the Islamic
Republic 1s on

Soon other slogans flourished: “Death to the dictator”, “Death
to the oppressor, be it the Shah or the Supreme Guide”,
“Bread, Work, Freedom”, “Poverty, corruption, high cost of
living, we will go until the overthrow”.

This radical protest movement brings together women, young
people, national minorities, workers with or without jobs, in
a total rejection of this theocratic, misogynistic and totally
corrupt regime. The uprising is anchored in the long term and
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affects more than 160 small and large cities. With more than
50% of the population below the poverty line and the absence
of elementary democratic and social rights, it is the whole
system that the people of Iran want to overthrow.

Calls for strikes are increasing, especially among university
teachers, workers in petrochemicals, steelworks in Isfahan,
public transport in Tehran and its suburbs, truck drivers.. The
strikers suffer dismissals , arrests and torture.

Fierce and unlimited repression

To date, the repression has caused more than 500 deaths,
including 69 minors, thousands of injuries, more than 19,000
prisoners and missing persons, kidnappings. In Iranian
Kurdistan and Sistan Balochistan, the Revolutionary Guards are
waging a bloody war against the rebellious population. Kurdish
towns are undergoing a state of siege that does not say its
name.

The violence of this criminal regime knows no bounds. Numerous
testimonies attest to the incredible brutality of the
conditions of detention aimed at breaking the determination of
the detainees. Of the prisoners are tortured, raped, beaten to
death.

In order to create a climate of terror and put an end to
protest, the judiciary pronounces increasingly heavy sentences
against demonstrators. Despite this, the mobilization does not
weaken. With courage and determination, students, young
people, women, workers, artists and journalists continue to
challenge the regime, and it has decided to take it a step
further.

The proliferation of death sentences

For the simple fact of having demonstrated, at least 65 people
(including 11 women and five children) have been charged with



“enmity with God”, “corruption on Earth”, insurrection or
murder. The judiciary connects parodies of trials, without any
right of defense and multiplies death sentences.

After the executions of Mohsen Shekari and Majidreza Rahnavard
on December 8 and 12, the Iranian authorities proceeded, on
January 7, to hang Seyed Mohammad Hosseini and Mohammad Mehdi
Karami. Their crimes: having dared to express their revolt in
the face of the death of Jina-Mahsa Amini in Tehran or of
Hadis Nadjafi in Karaj. The worst is to be feared for those
who wait on the death row of Iran’s sordid prisons and more
broadly for all prisoners.

The people of Iran must be masters of
their destiny

In this context and faced with the spectre of a political and
social revolution in Iran, the leaders of the great powers are
working, more or less discreetly, for the constitution of a
Transitional Council, bringing together all the currents of
the opposition of the Iranian right, including the
monarchists. These currents, liberal on the economic level and
authoritarian on the political level, are the opposite of the
dynamics of the mobilizations and the social and democratic
aspirations which are expressed in Iran.

From the 1953 coup organized by the CIA and the British secret
services against the Mossadegh government and its policy of
nationalizing oil, to the Guadeloupe conference in 1979 where
the heads of state of France, Germany, of the United Kingdom
and the United States accelerated the Shah’s departure into
exile and decided on his replacement by Khomeini, the great
powers have always acted, unsurprisingly, in favor of their
own interests against those of the peoples of Iran.

Contrary to the solutions imposed from outside, we defend a
real campaign of international solidarity with all those who
are mobilizing in Iran to put an end to the Islamic Republic.



To live up to the determination and
courage of the Iranian people

The outcome of the current uprising will be decisive for the
peoples of the region and the world. It is therefore our
responsibility, within our means, to help the “Woman, Life,
Freedom” uprising achieve its emancipatory aspirations.

Indeed, the repressive machine that is the Islamic Republic
will not be broken without a powerful international campaign
and without a strong mobilization of world opinion.

* We demand an immediate end to death sentences, executions
and the abolition of capital punishment.

* We demand the immediate release of all imprisoned political
and trade union prisoners, teachers, students, doctors,
artists, activists and demonstrators, etc.

e We demand the establishment of an international committee
made up of jurists, trade unionists, journalists and NGOs to
carry out an 1independent investigation into places of
detention in Iran.

e We support women’s fight for the right to control their
bodies. We demand with them the abolition of all misogynistic
laws as well as gender apartheid.

e We support the fundamental and democratic rights of Iranian
men and women, whether they are Kurds, Baluchis, Arabs,
Azeris, Lors, or Persians.

e We support the workers of Iran in their struggle for
dignity, their rights to defend themselves through strike
action and the building of trade unions and political
organizations.

e We strongly demand from France and Europe the freezing of
the assets of the highest leaders of the Revolutionary Guards



and the Islamic Republic, including those of the Guide Ali
Khamenei and his entourage, the total amount of which 1is
estimated at $95 billion. These fortunes acquired through the
plunder of resources, the overexploitation of workers,
predation and corruption must return to the peoples of Iran.

« Like what was done against the Russian oligarchs, we demand
the freezing of the assets of the Iranian oligarchs.

* We demand the lifting of banking and commercial secrecy in
France, in Europe and in the world to block the wealth
accumulated by the leaders of the Islamic Republic, the
Revolutionary Guards and the companies linked to them.

 We demand the cessation of all industrial, economic and
diplomatic collaboration with the Islamic Republic.

As signatories to this platform, we reaffirm our full and
complete support for all those who fight in Iran for equality,
social justice, democracy and against all forms of autocratic
and authoritarian power.

We are at their side by all the means at our disposal, and we
are committed to multiplying initiatives of solidarity with
the peoples of Iran. Until the victory of this irrepressible
revolutionary momentum!

Signatures:

1. Nicole ABRAVANEL, historian EHESS (France)

2. Gilbert ACHCAR, professor SOAS London (England)

3. Christophe AGUITON, alterglobalization activist (France)

4. Mateo ALALUF, professor emeritus of the Université Libre de
Bruxelles (Belgium)

5. Tassos ANASTASSIADIS, journalist (Greece)

6. Valério ARCARY, National Direction of PSOL, (Brazil)

7. Behrouz AREFI, Socialist Solidarity with the Workers in
Iran (France)

8. Janie ARNEGUY, Ensemble ! (France)



9. Rolando ASTARITA, Professor of Economics — Universidad
Nacional de Quilmes (Argentina)

10. Manon AUBRY, European deputy LFI (France)

11. Clémentine AUTAIN, Member of Parliament for Seine-Saint-
Denis (France)

12. Ludivine BANTIGNY, historian (France)

13. Alain BARON, international commission of the Union
syndicale Solidaires (France)

14. Jean BATOU, professor at the University of Lausanne
(Switzerland)

15. Abraham BEHAR, doctor (France)

16. Emma BELLE, British civilizationist, Savoie Mont Blanc
University (France)

17. Olivier BESANCENOT, spokesman of the NPA (France)

18. Alain BIHR, honorary professor of sociology, University of
Bourgogne-Franche-Comté (France)

19. Sophie BINET, general secretary of the UFICT-CGT, member
of the CGT Executive Committee, leader of the women’s
collective (France)

20. Laurence Boffet, spokesperson of Ensemble! (France)

21. Jean-Jacques BOISLAROUSSIE, Ensemble ! (France)

22. Alexandra BOJANIC, international sector of the FTUU
(France)

23. Manuel BOMPARD, LFI deputy of Bouches du Rhdéne (France)

24. Michel BONNIN, director of studies at the EHSS, center of
studies on modern and contemporary China (France)

25. Nicolas BOUCHAUD, actor (France)

26. Mickaél BOULOUX, Deputy of Ille et Vilaine (France)

27. Alima BOUMEDIENE, lawyer (France)

28. Tiago BRANQUINO, cultural and political activist, trade
unionist, elected politician (Switzerland)

29. Nicole BRENEZ, academic (France)

30. Michel BROUE, mathematician (France)

31. David LIBREROS CAICEDO, professor, Universidad Nacional de
Colombia

32. Raul CAMARGO FERNANDEZ (spokesman of Anticapitalistas -
Spanish State)



33. Ana CAMPOS, doctor (Portugal)

34. Robert CANTARELLA, director (France)

35. Daniel CERIOTTI, nutritionist (Uruguay)

36. Fernando CHARAMELLO, trade unionist (Uruguay)

37. Claude CALAME, historian, director of research EHESS
(France)

38. Salavatore CANNAVO, journalist — Jacobin Italia

39. Carmen CASTILLO, filmmaker (France) 40.

40. hélene CHANTEREAU, CGT info’'Com trade unionist and
Aplutsoc activist (France)

41. Lou CHESNE, ATTAC spokesperson (France)

42. Ramiro CHIMURIS, lawyer and economist (Uruguay)

43. Florence CIARVOLA, Ensemble! (France)

44 . Herbert CLAROS, secretary for international relations of
CSP Consultas (Brazil)

45. Adrien COLIN, town councilor in Vevey (Switzerland)

46. Eliana COMO, trade unionist, Management Committee of the
CGIL (Italy)

47. Jorge COSTA, Bloco de Esquerdo (Left Bloc Portugal)

48. Pierre COUTAZ, international sector of the CGT (France)

49. Léon CREMIEUX, aeronautical trade unionist Solidaires
(France)

50. Joseph DAHER, academic (Switzerland)

51. Bruno DALBERTO, trade unionist (France)

52. Christian DANDRES, PS National Councillor (Switzerland)

53. Cybele DAVID, National Secretary of the Union syndicale
Solidaires, in charge of international affairs (France)

54. Sonia DAYAN-HERZBRUN, sociologist (France)

55. Bruno DELLA SUDA, Ensemble! (France)

56. Sophie DESROSIERS, retired lecturer EHESS (France)

57. Bernard DREANO, president of CEDETIM (France)

58. Valérie DREVILLE, actress (France)

59. Penelope DUGGAN, editor International Viewpoint

60. Sabine ENDERS, ATTAC activist (France)

61. Behrouz FARAHANY, Socialist Solidarity with Workers in
Iran (France)

62. Patrick FARBIAZ, PEPS (for a popular and social ecology)



(France)

63. Silvia FERRARO, councilor of Sao Paulo, (Brazil)

64. Emmanuel FERNANDES Deputy of the 2nd district of Bas-Rhin
(France)

65. Nejat FEROUSE, confederal adviser to the International
Space of the CGT (France)

66. Marina FERRERUELA, deputy and parliamentary collaborator
(France)

67. Berivan FIRAT, spokesman of the external relations of the
Kurdish Democratic Council in France (CDK-F)

68. Jacques FONTAINE, Ensemble ! (France)

69. Téo FREI, activist of the climate strike (Switzerland)

70. gizelle FREITAS, Councilor of Belém (Brazil)

71. Bernard FRIOT, economist and sociologist of work (France)
72. Mario ROSSI GARRETANO, trade unionist (Uruguay)

73. Franck GAUDICHAUD, historian, University Jean Jaures
Toulouse (France)

74. Sigrid GERARDIN, national secretary in charge of women’s
rights of the FSU (France)

75. Paolo GILARDI, teacher unionist (Switzerland)

76. Liliane GIRAUDON, poetess (France)

77. Matheus GOMES, State Deputy, Rio Grande do Sul (Brazil)

78. Alain GONTHIER, town councillor in Vevey (Switzerland)

79. José Maria GONZALEZ, Mayor of the city of Cadiz (Spain)

80. Sébastien GUEX, Honorary Professor, University of Lausanne
(Switzerland)

8l. Murielle GUILBERT, national co-delegate of the Union
syndicale

82. Helena HIRATA, sociologist, emeritus researcher of the
CNRS (France)

83. Marie HOLZMAN, sinologist and human rights activist
(France)

84. 84. Jocelyne HALLER, deputy of the Ensemble a gauche at
the Grand Council (Geneva)

85. Ernesto HERRERA, journalist (Uruguay)

86. Norbert HOLCBLAT, economist (France)

87. Carolina IARA, co-representative of the State of Sao Paulo



(Brazil)

88. Chantal JAQUET, philosopher, professor at the University
Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne (France)

89. Claire JOBIN, sociologist, militant of the feminist strike
(Switzerland)

90. Samy JOHSUA, member of the Scientific Council of ATTAC
(France)

91. Leslie KAPLAN, writer (France)

92. Andy KERBRAT, deputy of Loire Atlantique (France)

93. Babak KIA, Socialist Solidarity with the Workers in Iran
(France)

94. Aurore KOECHLIN, sociologist, feminist and anticapitalist
activist (France)

95. Isabel KOIFMANN, trade unionist (Uruguay)

96. Pierre KHALFA, economist, Copernic Foundation (France)

97. Jacques KIRSNER, producer and scriptwriter (France)

98. Nicolas KLOTZ, filmmaker (France)

99. Hubert KRIVINE, physicist, (France)

100. Dominique LABOURIER, actress (France)

101. Michel LANSON, retired teacher (France)

102. Michel LAUVERS, historian university Cote d’Azur (France)
103. Michele LECLERC-OLIVE, Professor of mathematics,
sociologist. CNRS (France)

104. Olivier LE COURD MAISON, academic (France)

105. Charlotte LEDUC, LFI-NUPES deputy of the 3rd district of
Moselle (France)

106. Irma LEITES, plenaria memoria y justicia (Uruguay)

107. Fred LEPLAT, Anticapitalist Resistance (England, Wales)
108. Elodie LOPEZ, member of the Grand Council of Vaud,
Ensemble a Gauche, town councilor, décroissance alternatives
(Switzerland)

109. Francisco LOUCA, economist, University of Lisbon
(Portugal)

110 Iza LOURENCA, councilor of Belo Horizonte (Brazil)

111. Mickael LOWY, director of research emeritus at the CNRS
(France)

112. Christian MAHIEUX, international trade union network of



solidarity and struggles (France)

113. Jan MALEWSKI, journalist, editor of Inprecor (France)

114) Gilles MANCERON, historian (France)

115. Pierre MARAGE, professor emeritus at the Université Libre
de Bruxelles (Belgium)

116. Maguy MARIN, choreographer (France)

117. Gustave MASSIAH, CEDETIM (France)

118. Sonia MEIRE, Councilor of Aracaju (Brazil)

119. Omar MENONI, trade unionist (Uruguay)

120 Roland MERIEUX, member of the animation team of Ensemble!
(France)

121. Silvia Fernandes MICHELI, teacher (Uruguay)

122. Anwar MIR SATTARI, ecologist (Belgium)

123. Mathilde MONNIER, choreographer (France) 124.

124 — Robi MORDER, lawyer and political scientist (France)

125) Manuel AGUILA MORA, historian, autonomous university of
Mexico (Mexico)

126. Noel MOREL, external relations, network libertarian
communist platform (France)

127. Mariana MORTAGUA, member of the Portuguese Parliament
(Portugal)

128. Olivier NEVEUX, academic (France)

129. Stanislas NORDEZ, director of the National Theater of
Strasbourg (France)

130. Paula NUNES, co-representative of the State of Sao Paulo
(Brazil)

131. Francoise NYFFLER, activist of the feminist strike and
deputy of Ensemble a Gauche (Switzerland)

132. Daniele OBONO, LFI deputy of Paris (France)

133. Solenn OCHSNER, trade unionist, feminist strike and
climate activist (Switzerland)

134. Andrés OLIVETTI, trade unionist (Uruguay)

135. Annick OSMOND, socio-anthropologist (France)

136. Ugo PALHETA, sociologist (France)

137. Mathilde PANOT, deputy of Val de Marne, president of the
LFI group at the National Assembly (France)

138. Ian PARKER, professor University of Manchester (England)



139. Olivier PARRIAUX, professor emeritus at the University of
Lyon-Saint Etienne (France)

140 — Henri PASCAL, sociologist (France)

141. Jaime PASTOR, political scientist and director of the
review “Viento Sur” (Spanish State)

142. Roland PFEFFERKORN, sociologist, University of Strasbourg
(France)

143. Elisabeth PERCEVAL, filmmaker (France)

144. Jean-Francois PELLISSIER, spokesman of Ensemble! (France)
145, Martyne PERROT, sociologist (France)

146. Serge PEY, writer (France)

147. Nicole PHELOUZAT, sociologist at CNRS (France)

148. Boris PLAZZI, CGT confederation secretary for
international relations (France)

149, Christine POUPIN, spokesperson of the NPA (France) 150.
150 — Philippe POUTOU, spokesman of the NPA (France)

151. Stéphanie PREZIOSO, member of the National Council,
Ensemble a gauche (Switzerland)

152. Nadege PRUGNARD, author, actor, director (France)

153. José Manuel PUREZA, professor, University of Coimbra
(Portugal)

154. Martine RAIS, doctor (Switzerland)

155. Rebeca RIELA, economist (Uruguay)

156. Laurent RIPART, historian at the University Savoie Mont
Blanc (France)

157. Teresa RODRIGUEZ, former deputy and spokesperson of
Adelante Andalucia (Spanish State)

158. Ema Graciela ROMERO, lawyer (Uruguay)

159. 159. Pierre ROUSSET, internationalist, director of the
online newspaper ESSF (France)

160 — Henri SAINT-JEAN, association leader (France)

161. Sara SALEMI, Socialist Solidarity with the Workers in
Iran (France)

162. Pauline SALINGUE, spokesperson of the NPA (France)

163. Catherine SAMARY, alterglobalist economist (France)

164. Mariana SANCHEZ, journalist and editor, activist of the
SNJ CGT and Ensemble! (France)



165 Cobas SARDEGNA, UNICOBAS (Italy)

166. Jacob SCHAFER, trade unionist (Germany)

167 Janick SCHAUFELBUEHL, Associate Professor Faculty of
Social and Political Sciences University of Lausanne
(Switzerland)

168. Marc SCHLESSER, Décroissance Alternative (Switzerland)
169. Houshang SEPEHR, editor of the website Iran Echo -
Socialist Solidarity with the Workers in Iran (France) 170.

170 — Yasmine SIBLOT, sociologist (France)

171 Cécile SILHOUETTE, Ensemble ! (France)

172. Francis SITEL, Animation team of Ensemble! (France)

173. Omar SLAOUTI, teacher, anti-racist activist, elected in
Argenteuil (France)

174. Alda SOUSA, mathematician, University of Porto (Portugal)
175. Claude STAZAN, CEDETIM (France)

176 Isabelle STENGERS, philosopher (Belgium)

177. Quentin TALON, mathematician, town councilor in Montreux
(Switzerland)

178. Daniel TANURO, ecosocialist author (Belgium)

179. Imad TEMIZA, secretary of the Palestinian Postal Service
Workers Union (Palestine)

180. Benoit TESTE, secretary general of the FSU (France)

181. Julien THERY, historian at the University Louis Lumiere
Lyon 2 and president of the Media (France)

182. Joao TEIXERA LOPES, sociologist, University of Porto
(Portugal)

183. Sylvie TISSOT, sociologist (France)

184. Marc TOMCZAK, teacher researcher at the University of
Lorraine (France)

185. Pascal TORRE, deputy head of the international sector of
the PCF (France)

186. Eric TOUSSAINT, political scientist, Universities of
Liege and Paris 8, member of the International Council of the
World Social Forum (Belgium)

187. Enzo TRAVERSO, historian

188. Josette TRAT, academic, feminist activist (France)

189. Stéphanie TREILLET, economist, Ensemble ! (France)



190. Anne TRISTAN (France)

191. Aurélie TROUVE, Member of Parliament for Seine-Saint-
Denis (France)

192. Franco TURIGLIATTO, former Senator (Italy)

193. Charles-André UDRY, economist and director of the website
Alencontre (Switzerland)

194. Mario UNDA, sociologist (Ecuador)

195. Miguel URBAN, MEP (Spanish State)

196. Roseline VACHETTA, former MEP — NPA (France)

197. Eleni VARIKAS, professor emeritus at the University of
Paris 8 (France)

198. Christiane VOLLAIRE, Philosopher (France)

199. Léo WALTER Deputy of Alpes-de-Haute-Provence,
parliamentary group LFI-NUPES (France)

200. Thomas WEYTS, SAP — Anticapitalist, (Belgium)

201. Youlie YAMAMOTO, spokesperson of ATTAC (France)

202. Erika DEUBER ZIEGLER, art historian (Switzerland)

203. Jean ZIEGLER, sociologist, internationalist, politician
(Switzerland)
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“The Other Davos” - Swiss
counter summit to the World
Economic Forum, watch on
YouTube 13/14 January

The “World Economic Forum” of big business interests kicks off
in Davos, Switzerland on 16 January 2023. For a number of
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years, ecosocialist.scot’s friends and allies in the Swiss
“Movement for Socialism” have organised a counter-summit
called “The Other Davos” that focusses on the economic and
ecological crises as they affect working class people around
the world and presenting ecosocialist alternatives to the
global establishment.

The motto of The Other Davos 2023 is “In solidarity against
inflation, climate catastrophe & war”.

Guests include Ukrainian-born sociologist Yuliya Yurchenko,
Ukrainian activist Tasha Lomonosova (Sotsialnyi Rukh) and
Lausanne-based Ukrainian socialist Hanna Perekhoda
(solidaritéS); Russian journalist Ilya Matveev (Posle
Magazine); economic geographer Christian Zeller (author of
Revolution for the Climate); Simon Pirani (author of Burning
Up: A Global History of Fossil Fuel Consumption”); the Iranian
journalist Mina Khani; activists from RWE & Co. Simon Hannah
(Anticapitalist Resistance), Charlotte Powell (rs21) and
Taisie Tsikas (rs2l1l) from Great Britain; the Italian trade
unionist Eliana Como (Sinistra Anticapitalista); Christoph
Walz (Trade Union for Education and Science, Berlin); the
anti-racist activists Simin Jawabreh and Mark Akkerman; as
well as the journalists Anna Jikhareva (WO0Z), Nelli Tugel and
Jan Ole Arps (ak — analyse&kritik).

The event takes place in Zurich and starts on Friday 13
January at 6pm British time, and runs until 7pm on Saturday 14
January.

Some of the sessions will be livestreamed on YouTube and many
presenters will be speaking in English, one of three official
languages of The Other Davos (the others being German and
French).

The full programme is available here:

The Other Davos 2023 > sozialismus.ch
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But you can join the YouTube livestreams as follows:

Friday 13 January at 6pm-8.30pm (British
time)

Plenary session:“Perspectives of Solidarity in a burning
World”

We are currently experiencing a dramatic escalation of the
contradictions of capitalist society. War, ecological crisis,
inflation and poverty are raising the stakes of the challenges
the left is facing. Our answers must inevitably question
capitalist power and property relations.

(1452) Plenum: Solidarische Perspektiven in einer brennenden
Welt (Das Andere Davos 2023) — YouTube

Saturday 14 January at 9.30am -12 noon
(British time)

Workshop: The Iranian Revolution and International Solidarity

With: Mina Khani, Iranian journalist (e.g. at ak -
analyse&kritik) and queer feminist in Berlin, and Elisa Moros,
feminist activist of the European Network in Solidarity with
Ukraine and the Nouveau Parti Anticapitaliste (NPA) in Paris.

(1452) Der Aufstand im Tran und die internationale
feministische Solidaritat (Das Andere Davos 2023) — YouTube

Saturday 14 January at 1.30pm -4pm
(British time)

Workshop: Resistance Against War and Neoliberalism in Ukraine

With: Yuliya Yurchenko, lecturer in political economy at the
University of Greenwich (UK), author of the book “Ukraine and
the Empire of Capital: From Marketisation to Armed Conflict”,
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Tasha Lomonosova, activist of the Ukrainian socialist
organization Sotsialnyi Rukh (SR); fled from Kyiv to Berlin in
March 2022, and Hanna Perekhoda, from Donetsk, political
scientist at the University of Lausanne, activist of
solidaritéS and the Ukraine-Switzerland Committee.

(1452) Der ukrainische Widerstand gegen Krieg und

Neoliberalismus (Das Andere Davos 2023) — YouTube

Saturday 14 January at 5pm -8pm (British
time)

Workshop: For an Internationalist Antifascism!

With Mark Akkerman, active with abolishfrontex/
stopthewaronmigrants, Mina Khani, Iranian publicist (at ak —
analyse&kritik, among others) and queer feminist, Tatjana
Soding, activist of the Zetkin collective (research group on
right-wing extremism and climate justice), and activists of
the Movement for Socialism (BFS).

(1452) Plenum: FUr einen internationalistischen

Antifaschismus! (Das Andere Davos 2023) — YouTube

Please note that times on the programme on the official
website are in Central European Time (CET) which is one hour
ahead of British Time.

Solidarity with the protest
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movement in Iran!

Statement of the Executive Bureau of the Fourth International
Since 16 September Iran has been thrown into turmoil by
widespread protests against the policies of the ruling clique.
They were triggered by the brutal murder of the young woman
Jina (Mahsa) Amini, who was beaten to death by the “morality
police”. The duration and the expansion of the demonstrations
to all parts of the country and almost all strata of the
population testify to a deep-seated discontent and anger that
goes beyond rejection of the regime’s deeply restrictive dress
code for women. The causes also lie in a social plight that
has been worsening for years for large sections of the
population and in massive repression.

Unlike previous unrest, such as the rebellion against
electoral fraud (2009) or protests against rising fuel prices
(2019), the rallying cry in the forefront is “Down with the
Islamic Republic!” After a month of protests the movement is
still going strong and spreading.

Compared to past decades, the social hardship among the
population is even greater today. More than half of the
population lives below the subsistence level and can only
survive with a lot of difficulties. Health care has become
even more inadequate than it already was. The ecological
damage 1s enormous, with severe water shortages,
desertification and deforestation affecting the rural
population particularly, and high levels of air and water
pollution in the cities.

What is striking and enthusing is that the movement is led by
young women, including school students. This is fed by the
history of women’s struggles and movements in Iran since
before the days of the 1979 revolution. Popular support 1is
based on a now widely shared hatred of the regime and of the
corrupt theocratic clique that dominates and exploits the
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country, enriching itself to the point of becoming dollar
billionaires.

The fact that the movement has lasted for so long and on such
a broad scale, despite the harsh repression, can only be
explained by the anger felt above all by the younger
generations. Broad sections of the students and pupils who are
resisting their confinement and taking to the streets for a
different life.

The second specificity of today’s wave of protest is that it
has spread from Jina (Mahsa) Amini’s home city in Kurdistan
throughout the country. This is why the Kurdish chant “Jin
Jiyan Azadi” translated to Persian as “Zan Zendegi Azadi” has
become the main slogan of the movement today. In Kurdistan,
the rejection of the theocratic regime and the struggle for
self-determination have a long tradition and are being
expressed with force. What is new is the scale of the protests
in Baluchistan, where social oppression and massive poverty
are the worst in the country. The repression there manifested
itself, for example, on 7 October when more than 100 people
were shot dead during a demonstration in the provincial
capital Zahedan.

And a third prominent feature should not be overlooked: For a
week now, calls for a political strike have been increasing,
something that has not happened for more than 35 years, since
the crushing of workers’ councils and left organisations. A
first section of the o0il industry in the southern Khuzistan
province has been on strike for a week, evoking memories of
1979, when the o0il workers’ strike was the prelude to a
nationwide general strike. However, the leaderships of the
main independent unions are almost without exception in
prison.

It is solely up to the people of Iran to determine their own
destiny, with full democratic rights and gender equality, with
religious freedom and secularism, defending the rights of all



minorities and working for social and economic justice.
We therefore call for:

— Broadening the international support of all progressive and
left-wing forces for the protest and revolt movement in Iran
against the religious dictatorship, for the defence of
democratic freedoms, and for the dismantling of the police and
militias that repress the individual freedoms notably of
women.

— Expressions of internationalist solidarity such as messages
from women’s movements, trade unions, student associations and
so on to give political and moral support to the movement. We
encourage trade unions to discuss with their counterparts
practical forms of solidarity; universities to call on their
counterparts to protect the lives and freedom of their
students; women’s and student movements to make links with
movements in Iran.

— Support for public demonstrations of solidarity with the
movement on the call of the progressive forces in the Iranian
communities in exile, this is crucial.

— An end to all repression in Iran and for human rights
organisation to monitor the crimes committed by the state in
their repression of the population.

— For the right to humanitarian visas primarily for persecuted
women and girls and LGBTIQ people, fleeing the repression in
Iran.

Woman, life, freedom!

Zan, Zendegi, Azadi
Jin, Jiyan, Azadi
18 October 2022

Executive Bureau



Reprinted from
https://fourth.international/en/566/middle-east/475

Photo: Uprising in Tehran Sept 2022 Copyright Darafsh /
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Jina ‘Mahsa’ Amini Was
Kurdish And That Matters -
Say her Kurdish name.

In 1852, writes Meral (Cicek, the 35-years old women’s rights
activist Tahirih Ghoratolein was executed by the Iranian
regime in Tehran for two things: her Babi faith and unveiling
herself. Her last words were: “You can kill me as soon as you
like, but you cannot stop the emancipation of women.”

Almost exactly 170 years later, in the same city, a 22-year-
old woman died after being arrested by the so-called guidance
patrol, Islamic religious police who adhere to strict
interpretations of sharia law. Her offence was not wearing the
hijab in accordance with government standards. When the police
detained her, the woman’s brother explained they weren’t from
Tehran and were unaware of the city’s rules (the family were

visiting from Saqgez, a Kurdish city in the west, close to the
border of Iragi Kurdistan) to no avail: she was taken to a
police station anyway. There, her family allege, she
was “insulted and tortured”, collapsing before eventually
being taken to hospital. Upon arrival doctors discovered
the woman had suffered “brain death”. Two days later, she
suffered a cardiac arrest and was unable to be resuscitated.

The woman’'s name was Jina, which means ‘life’ 1in
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Kurdish. Jin (and its equivalent Jiyan) is etymologically
related to Jin, the Kurdish word for woman. But the world has
come to know her better in death by her Iranian name: Mahsa
Amini.

Shortly after Amini’s violent death on 16 September, protests
broke out and spread from the Kurdish parts of Iran to the
whole country and the world. Demonstrators chanted the
Kurdish slogan “jin, jiyan, azadi” - “woman, life, freedom”.
But in news reports, particularly Western ones, Jina Amini’s
Kurdish identity has been erased — she is described as an
Iranian woman and her ‘official’ Persian name ‘Mahsa’ — which
for her family and friends existed only on state-documents —is
the one in headlines. Calls to “say her name” echo in real
life and across social media but unwittingly obscure Jina’'s
real name and, in doing so, her Kurdish identity.

Iranian state discrimination against Kurds 1includes a
widespread ban of Kurdish names which forces many families to
register their children officially with non-Kurdish names,
while maintaining their actual names at home. This in turn
fragments the experience of many Kurds and creates an
‘official-legal’ and an ‘unofficial-illegal’ identity. The
authentic ethnic-cultural identity loses its validity and a
name that says nothing about your roots identifies you.

Some people that insist on calling Jina Amini by her state-
approved name Mahsa effectively argue that she did not lose
her life under detention because she was Kurdish, but only
because she was a woman. Therefore — according to the argument
— 1t is not necessary or significant to call her by her
Kurdish name.

Iran is an antidemocratic state, based on brutal rule. Anyone
who 1is not part of the apparatus of oppression is in danger —
no matter what sex, religion or ethnic group they belong to.
Some are even more vulnerable than others. This 1is
particularly the case for women and for Kurds.
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It is likely that the immoral ‘morality police’ that arrested
Jina on 13 September at the entry of Shahid Haghani Expressway
in the presence of her brother (who has also an unofficial
Kurdish and an official Persian name) were aware of her ethnic
identity. It is possible that they treated her with particular
brutality because of it. It is likely that she resisted the
insults and curses of the officers so much because of her
identity and political consciousness as a Kurdish woman.

But regardless of whether or not her Kurdish identity played a
significant role in the detention and brutal violence that led
to Amini’s death, understating or concealing her ethnic origin
represents a reproduction of colonial politics of the Iranian
regime towards the Kurdish people. This attitude 1is a
distillation of the power and suppression of the majority
nation — even when expressed by well-meaning Persian
feminists.

Amini’s death has seen Kurdish slogans calling for women’s
liberation and revolution echo around the world. “Jin, jiyan,
azadi” — and its translations — has reverberated through
crowds and demonstrations held in solidarity with freedom-
seeking women in Iran. Even in Afghanistan women chanted the
slogan, despite attacks on demonstrators by the Taliban.

This chant originated in the Kurdistan women’s liberation
movement. It embodies the movement’s goal: to liberate life
through a women’s revolution. It was first chanted
collectively by Kurdish women on 8 March 2006, at gatherings
marking International Women'’s Day across Turkey. After this
came a period in which annual campaigns challenged patriarchal
mindsets and misogynist practices within Kurdish society.
This period of intense struggle against patriarchy culminated
in the Rojava revolution 10-years-ago, on 19 July 2012, which
sent the slogan “jin, jiyan, azadi” echoing around the world,
beyond the borders of Kurdistan.

The Kurdish women’s movement does not aim to monopolise this
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slogan, in contrast it aims to universalise it in the struggle
for women’s democratic confederalism worldwide. Nevertheless,
its roots and context should be acknowledged. Otherwise, we
run the risk of emptying our slogans of active struggle and
allowing them to lose their meaning. As I write this piece,
women of the German party CDU/CSU — under whose government the
Kurdish liberation movement has been criminalised the most
— are protesting Jina’'s killing in Berlin, holding posters
with the German translation of “j

jin, jiyan, azadi”.

Jina Amini was a Kurdish woman. Kurdish women have
fought so hard not to be erased in life; do not
let their stories be rewritten in death.

Meral Cicek is a Kurdish political activist and journalist.

This article was originally published by Novara Media:
https://novaramedia.com/2022/10/04/jina-mahsa-amini-was-kurdis
h-and-that-matters/
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