
Defend  Greenland  Against
USA’s  Plunder  –  Without
Illusions  About  the  Kingdom
of Denmark or the EU
Statement of the SAP Executive Committee, January 26, 2026

The Trump regime is still engaged in a fierce offensive for an
imperialist American takeover of Greenland. All means have
been used: political, economic and even military threats. In
this  situation,  the  Greenlandic  self-government,  a
united Inatsisartut, has quite understandably chosen to seek
refuge in a tactical alliance with the former colonial power
(Denmark), the EU and the European NATO countries. At best,
this alliance can stop Trump’s plans to formally take over
power in Greenland here and now. However, neither the powers
that be in Denmark nor the EU are reliable champions of the
Greenlandic people’s right to self-determination – quite the
contrary!

The  massive  popular  support  for,  among  other  things,  the
demonstrations against Trump’s plans for conquest has very
clearly  focused  on  the  Greenlanders’  right  to  self-
determination. Hurrah for that! And even the Prime Minister
has, in recent months – side by side with the leaders of the
Self-Government – chosen this focus. But there is absolutely
no  reason  to  trust  the  Danish  government  and  the  other
alliance partners or to embellish their motives.

As we described in a commentary about a year ago, Denmark’s
relationship with Greenland continues to be characterized and
driven by imperialist interests – first and foremost, perhaps,
the  interest  in  maintaining  Denmark’s  geopolitical
significance. This is despite the limited self-government that
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the Greenlanders have managed to fight for.

The helpful EU partners have also occasionally revealed the
EU’s  undoubtedly  deep  interest  in  the  resources  in  the
Greenlandic subsoil – as well as the country’s strategically
important location in relation to the defence of Europe.

Stand away from the hypocrisy
For true friends of Greenlandic independence – and not least
for the Greenlanders themselves – it has been challenging to
listen to the entire political public in Denmark praising the
Greenlanders’ right to determine their own country, the rights
of indigenous peoples, etc. in recent weeks. As if this were
and always had been the basis for the “Kingdom”, as it is so
beautifully described. The hypocrisy seems glaring when this
fairy tale is compared with the Danish-Greenlandic colonial
history. And with the continued Danish imperialist dominance,
even after the self-government arrangement.

It  is  also  outrageous  when  Denmark,  England,  France,  the
Netherlands and others now stand guard over respect for “an
international legal order”. And claim that “we in the West”
have  safeguarded  this  since  World  War  II.  For  example,  a
number of the same countries – not least Denmark – have been
eager participants in the “coalition of the willing” which
(led by the USA), without scruples under international law,
violated  the  very  territorial  integrity  and  national
sovereignty of Afghanistan – and, for many, later also Iraq!

Should  the  left  wing  –  out  of  respect  for  the  tactical
alliance against the US – completely ignore this hypocrisy?
Should we pretend that we completely share this view of the
‘Kingdom’ – and, for that matter, of our ‘EU friends’? This is
overwhelmingly what the Red-Green Alliance has chosen to do.

And that is a mistake!



Firstly,  because  we  suddenly  come  across  as  Eurocentric
hypocrites who turn a blind eye to Western (including European
and Danish) colonialism and imperialism, both historically and
in the present day. This will obviously and with good reason
complicate our solidarity-based, internationalist cooperation
across borders. It will also strain our relationship with
Greenlanders  and  other  ethnic  minorities  in  Denmark  and
Greenland, who are typically already painfully aware of this
hypocrisy.

No rose-tinted view of Denmark and
the EU
Secondly, to lay the groundwork for the continued struggle for
the Greenlanders’ real right to self-determination. A struggle
that – regardless of whether Trump and the US abandon a formal
takeover, and even regardless of Trump and the US altogether –
will be necessary.

Unless Trump succeeds fully in his conquest and, at the same
time, completely breaks the economic and military imperialist
alliance across the Atlantic, the Danish government and the EU
will play a decisive role in shaping the future of Greenlandic
self-determination – both in terms of military armament and
the exploitation of Greenland’s subsoil resources.

For that reason alone, it would be reprehensible to contribute
to the illusion that the Greenlanders can trust the powers
that be in Denmark and the EU. For there is little doubt that
the goal of these parties will be to find a solution that
primarily  serves  their  own  imperialist  interests  in  the
Greenlandic subsoil and military control of the Arctic. Not
the self-government of the Greenlanders, who have been very
reluctant to accept both the arms race in the Arctic and
environmentally hazardous mining.



No to the arms race in the Arctic
The arms race in the Arctic is a threat to both the security
of the Greenlanders and world peace and must be stopped!

It may have sounded very reasonable to send some (more) Danish
soldiers to “stand symbolic guard over Greenland against a US
military takeover” – if the Greenlandic self-government, and
even the left-wing party IA, wanted it.

They  clearly  did  –  and  apparently  everyone  is  also
enthusiastic about the fact that, instead, a large contingent
of European NATO troops will be coming to Greenland and the
surrounding waters. The Red-Green Alliance’s enthusiasm was
due  to  the  massive  “European  solidarity  on  Greenland’s
sovereignty”. This angle was also strongly emphasized by many
journalists.

BUT: Officially, the large troop deployment is being presented
as something completely different from protecting Greenland
against the US, namely as protecting Greenland, NATO and, to a
large extent, the US against Russia and China. In other words,
as an attempt to demonstrate what Denmark and others have
already said, namely that the Danish Realm willingly fulfils
all of Trump’s dreams of insane armament – so he does not need
to take over Greenland at all!

It is clear that the action serves both purposes – and that it
is therefore a smart move if one wants to convince the US that
a military takeover would be very difficult and costly – and
that  the  US’s  wildest  dreams  of  arming  Greenland  and  the
Arctic will be fulfilled with joy and enthusiasm by Denmark
with the support of the other European NATO countries.

However, this is where the chain breaks for a party like the
Red-Green Alliance. Or rather: it should have broken.

We  are  staunchly  opposed  to  the  imperialist  blocs  arming



themselves for war against each other. That is why we are also
fighting for a demilitarized Arctic, for mutual disarmament –
and thus against the obvious boost to the arms race that the
recently  launched  NATO  escalation  around  Greenland  also
represents.

Not  a  defence  of  either  the
Greenlanders or world peace
Denmark’s, NATO’s and the US’s joint armament plans around
Greenland have very little to do with defending Greenland –
and absolutely nothing to do with protecting the Greenlandic
population.

For example, monitoring and combating Russian submarines in
the  waters  around  Greenland,  which  can  prevent  Russian
submarines from coming close to threatening the US, and the
construction  of  a  missile  shield  over  Greenland  (“Golden
Dome”) to protect the US from Russian missiles, are in no way
“defensive  defence”  of  the  Kingdom.  This  armament  in  the
Arctic will rather make Greenland and the Greenlanders a sure-
fire first target in a war.

What does it mean for world peace if a “Golden Dome” actually
succeeds  in  protecting  the  currently  most  aggressive
imperialist power, the United States, from getting anything
back in return if they start World War III? This increases the
risk that a president like Trump, in an armed conflict with
Russia/China, might take the chance and plunge the world into
a  nuclear  war.  And  just  last  week,  Trump  highlighted  the
“Golden  Dome”  as  a  US  “national  security  interest”  that
necessitates the conquest of Greenland.

Respect  the  Greenlanders’  respect



for nature
Despite economic pressure, the Greenlandic self-government has
on several occasions dug its heels in when greedy companies of
various  nationalities  have  had  plans  for  environmentally
damaging  extraction  of  raw  materials  from  the  Greenlandic
subsoil.  And  there  is  little  doubt  that  one  of  the  more
rational arguments for Trump’s desire to gain overall formal
authority over Greenland is precisely to remove all obstacles
– such as environmental legislation – to American companies’
exploitation of Greenland’s raw materials in the long term.
Therefore,  there  is  also  reason  to  fear  that  part  of  a
negotiated  solution  may  include  unpleasant  concessions  to
wishes in this direction. Regardless of whether Trump has
already discussed this with the NATO Secretary General or not…
And there is reason to fear that Denmark/the EU will be more
interested in getting a piece of the pie themselves than in
securing the Greenlanders’ veto.

In this context, it is not enough that the Greenlanders’ right
to decide on environmental legislation, etc. is preserved.
Greenland must also be guaranteed an economy that does not
force them to sell out their nature conservation efforts due
to economic pressure.

Real  Greenlandic  self-government  requires  economic
independence. At present, the economy is a major barrier to
the Self-Government taking on new tasks. A first requirement
must  be  that  the  block  grant  be  increased  –  and  made
unconditional,  so  that  it  also  goes  to  an  independent
Greenland.  An  obvious  additional  requirement  is  Danish
“colonial era compensation” to enable the Self-Government to
invest heavily in sustainable, publicly owned and controlled
business  development  that  can  create  a  stable  economic
foundation for a self-financing, independent Greenland.



The fight is not over
It is clear that right now it is a matter of creating as
strong a front as possible against Trump’s threats, for the
respect of Greenland’s borders and the Greenlandic people’s
right to self-determination.

And, of course, it is entirely up to the Greenlanders to
decide what they are ultimately willing to accept here and now
in order to achieve a negotiated solution, in a situation
where they face overwhelming threats from the US – and false
promises from all sides.

But  that  does  not  mean  that  we,  including  the  Red-Green
Alliance,  should  cheer  for  a  “solution”  that  essentially
cements imperialist interests – neither those of the US nor
those of Denmark and the EU.

The Red-Green Alliance should be clear from the outset about
the problems of a “successful negotiated solution”, a “deal”
with Trump that does not affect the sovereignty of the Realm,
but  entails  a  catastrophic  Arctic  arms  race,  increased
opportunities  for  imperialist  exploitation  of  Greenland’s
natural resources and de facto shackling of Greenland in the
so-called Realm.

The struggle for real Greenlandic independence and against
environmental disasters and insane armament continues – under
slightly different conditions, but regardless of the outcome
of the ongoing arm wrestling. It will be necessary to maintain
the  impressive  popular  support  behind  the  Greenlanders’
demands for self-determination – and for the further demands
that can make self-determination a reality. Our most important
task  is  to  build  popular,  anti-imperialist  solidarity  and
gather support for these demands in Denmark – and in the other
imperialist countries.

Stop  USA’s  imperialist  plunder  –  Defend  Greenland’s



right to independence
Terminate the base agreement with the USA
Stop Denmark’s – and Europe’s – weapons purchases from
the USA
EU economic sanctions against the USA
Denmark must secure Greenland’s economic possibilities
for independence
Increased and unconditional continued block grant, and
colonial  compensation  that  the  country  can  use  for
sustainable investments in an independent economy
No  to  plunder  and  environmental  destruction,  no  to
imperialism via contracts
The Greenlanders must be secured full democratic control
over the country’s subsoil
No to rearmament in the Arctic
The Greenlanders must have the right to limit/reject all
military installations in their country and waters

Socialist  Workers’  Policy  Executive  Committee,  January  26,
2026

Translated from “Forsvar Grønland mod USA’s røvertogt – uden
illusioner om Rigsfællesskabet og EU”.

The SAP (Socialistisk Arbejderpolitik) is the Danish section
of the Fourth International. It participates in the Red Green
Alliance.  It  was  founded  in  1980  as  a  continuation  of
Revolutionære  Socialisters  Forbund  (RSF)  –  Revolutionary
Socialists’ League
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Brazil’s  Decision  to  Drill
for Oil Off the Amazon Shows
Limitations  of  Government’s
Approach
[On 20 October, exactly three weeks before the beginning of
COP30  in  Belem,  Brazil’s  environmental  regulator,  IBAMA,
finally  approved  a  licence  for  the  state-controlled  oil
company, Petrobras, to drill an exploratory well off the coast
of Amazonia, close to the mouth of the Amazon River. That same
Monday, within hours of the announcement, drilling began. A
couple of days later, Petrobras said it would need to sink
three more wells in Block 59 to evaluate the exact extent of
the reserves. Petrobras is hoping these deep-sea oil fields
will prove to hold reserves similar in size to the estimated
11  billion  barrels  that  Exxon-Mobil  has  begun  to  exploit
further north off Guyana, in waters disputed with Venezuela.
That’s more than 30 times the amount of oil held in the
Rosebank field off Shetland, which the UK government is about
to rule on.

On 23 October, eight Brazilian NGOs sought a legal order to
block the drilling. They pointed to the lack of any proper
consultation with Indigenous peoples in the region, and the
failure of any full evaluation of the environmental impact,
both locally and globally. They suggested the move made a
mockery  of  the  Brazilian  government’s  commitments  for  the
coming COP30.  But it seemed unlikely their injunction request
would succeed. President Luis Inacio Lula da Silva, of the
Workers Party (PT), regretted that “nobody is in a position to
do without fossil fuels”. He said the income from the Amazon
oil would be used to combat poverty and pay for the transition
away from fossil fuels.
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Subverta, one of the currents in the PSOL that makes up the
Brazilian  section  of  the  Fourth  International,  says  the
decision reflects a much more fundamental limitation in the
government’s approach to the environment.]

On the eve of COP 30, to be held in Belém in Pará, this
decision is by no means just a technical choice, but rather a
political repositioning of Brazil in the face of the global
climate crisis; it contradicts the image of a country seeking
to lead a global just transition and reinforces the perception
that  Brazil  remains  trapped  in  a  historical  cycle  of
dependence  and  extraction.

Although the current government’s programme is based on an
ecological transition with social and environmental justice,
this  authorisation  of  oil  exploration  in  one  of  the  most
sensitive regions of the planet highlights the contradictions
between  theory  and  practice.  The  rhetoric  of  a  ‘just
transition’ collides with the continuation of an extractive
model that depends on fossil fuels, and which is justified on
the  grounds  of  energy  sovereignty  and  national  self-
sufficiency.

Exploration on the Equatorial Margin will have an impact well
beyond Brazilian territory. Much of the oil extracted would go
for  export,  transferring  emissions  to  other  countries  and
undermining Brazil’s global climate responsibility. According
to  estimates  by  climate  organisations,  burning  the  oil
potentially extracted from this region could release more than
11 billion tonnes of CO₂. That is about 5% of the total
remaining carbon budget available if warming is to be limited
to 1.5 °C. In other words, this has a planetary impact, not
just a regional one, which compromises the country’s role in
the international climate fight.

This puts us in a situation of even greater climate insecurity
and uncertainty. The planet has already exceeded seven of the
nine planetary boundaries (defined by the scientific community
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as the limits of stability for the planet’s ecosystems), and
the fossil fuel industry is primarily responsible for this. It
is a mistake to expand drilling for more wells, wherever they
may be.

In addition to the environmental and climate impacts, there is
also an economic argument that cannot be ignored. Several
international  studies,  such  as  those  by  the  International
Institute  for  Sustainable  Development  (IISD),  warn  that
Petrobras’ oil expansion represents a high-risk investment.
They estimate that up to 85% of new production projects would
only  be  profitable  in  a  scenario  of  global  warming  above
2.4°C,  i.e.,  in  a  context  incompatible  with  the  Paris
Agreement targets. Although economic factors and figures alone
should not be our main motivation for rejecting exploration,
they show that, even according to the logic of profit, the
country  is  investing  in  assets  that  may  quickly  become
stranded by the global transition to renewable sources.

Petrobras,  as  a  strategic  company,  occupies  a  paradoxical
position in this situation. While seeking to reposition itself
as a leader in the energy transition, with many renewable
energy projects (despite a number of conflicts around wind and
solar power plants in the Northeast of Brazil) and a lot of
green advertising, it is also investing heavily in new oil
fields. IBAMA’s decision legitimises this ambiguity, and puts
off  confronting  the  need  for  a  social  and  territorial
restructuring  of  the  energy  sector.

The Equatorial Margin coastal region, stretching from Natal in
the Brazilian Northeast to the border with French Guyana, is
renowned for its high marine and river biodiversity, as well
as being home to artisanal fishing communities, quilombolas
and  indigenous  peoples  who  depend  directly  on  coastal
ecosystems.  Even  the  installation  of  infrastructure  for
research and exploration in the Amazon estuary region will
have a significant impact, not to mention the future risk of
oil  spills  and  contamination  that  could  damage  entire
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ecological  chains,  affecting  fishing,  water  quality  and
traditional ways of life.

From  an  eco-socialist  perspective,  the  permit  given  to
Petrobras shows that territories on the periphery continue to
be  sacrificed  for  the  sake  of  a  centralised,  dependent
development project; it illustrates in practice the impasse of
a ‘transition’ that has been captured by capital. It is not a
question of denying the need for energy, but of questioning
who produces it, according to what logic, and in the service
of what kind of society.

Drilling for oil in the Amazon estuary reveals a conflict
between two kinds of rationale: the productivist rationale (of
‘commodity peoples’, in the words of Davi Kopenawa), which
transforms  nature  into  a  commodity,  and  the  ecological
rationale  (of  the  forest  peoples),  which  understands  the
interdependence  between  living  systems,  territories  and
cultures. Defending the Amazon is not an ‘environmentalist’
demand in the narrow sense, but a political struggle for other
ways  of  living  and  other  kinds  of  social  reproduction.
Protecting the mouth of the Amazon means fighting for a future
for our civilisation that cannot be measured in barrels of
oil, but in flows of life, autonomy and socio-environmental
diversity.

This dispute between different rationales also reveals how the
path  of  more  drilling  for  oil  reproduces  historical
inequalities.  The  indigenous,  quilombola  and  traditional
communities that live on the Amazonian coast find themselves
confronting the advance of the energy frontier with no access
to real decision-making mechanisms. The absence of any free,
prior  and  informed  consultation,  as  laid  down  in  ILO
Convention  169,  reinforces  the  marginalisation  of  these
peoples. The colonial logic of exploitation and environmental
racism is revived, imposing socio-environmental risks on those
who benefit least from the extracted wealth.



The challenge facing the progressive camp, especially those
who make up the social and political base of the government,
is to insist that there can be no socio-environmental justice
without a break with fossil capitalism. We need to strengthen
initiatives that contribute to the development of a new energy
infrastructure, with communities playing an active part from
the planning stage onwards the aim must be to replace thermal
power  and  fossil  fuels  with  decentralised,  accessible,
renewable  and  low-pollution  public  infrastructure  at  all
levels.

We are opposed to any new thermal power plants, to drilling
new oil wells and all other polluting projects, as well as to
renewable  power  projects  that  lack  socio-environmental
justice.  We  must  continue  to  promote  dialogue  with  oil
workers’ unions and other workers in the fossil fuel sector.
Only  organised  struggle  will  be  able  to  stop  fossil
capitalism,  and  we  call  on  everyone  to  join  us  in  this
struggle!

22 October 2025

Uprising  or  Dictatorship  in
Ecuador?  International
Solidarity Needed Now!
In  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  18  September,  the  new,
apparently right-wing leadership of CONAIE, Ecuador’s powerful
Indigenous  movement,  bowed  to  pressure  and  called  an
indefinite national strike – in protest at the removal of
subsidies for diesel fuel, a move set to almost double the
price of most basic necessities overnight.
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On Friday morning, President Daniel Noboa announced plans to
call a Constitutional Assembly to rewrite the Constitution –
he’d been pushing for a series of reforms that would remove or
weaken  environmental  and  labour  rights  enshrined  in  the
progressive Constitution of 2008, and allow him to invite U.S.
troops to operate on Ecuadorean soil, supposedly in his ‘war
on drugs’.

Late on Friday night, President Noboa sent police to surround
and evacuate the Constitutional Court as it deliberated on the
constitutionality of his moves – it had recently ruled out of
order several of his attempts in this direction.

Ecuador’s  social  movements  immediately  called  for  a
mobilisation  on  Saturday  morning  in  defence  of  the
Constitutional  Court.

This latest standoff comes at the end of a week of mounting
confrontation  between  the  increasingly  far-right  government
and Ecuador’s social movements, with Indigenous communities in
the lead.

Days  of  protest  against  a  big  mining  project  in  southern
Ecuador,  which  threatens  the  region’s  entire  ecological
balance, especially its water sources, culminated in a huge
demonstration on Tuesday. Some 100,000 people marched through
Cuenca, the country’s third city. The government was forced to
back off, suspending the project at least temporarily, while
promising to press ahead with other big mining projects in
communities  like  Palo  Quemado  and  Las  Naves,  where  both
resistance and repression have been intense.

In parallel, the government announced the sharp increase in
the  price  of  diesel,  as  part  of  its  deal  with  the
International Monetary Fund. The reaction was similar to that
of  October  2019,  when  a  fuel  price  hike  triggered  an
Indigenous-led uprising. Strike action by transport unions was
soon joined by Indigenous communities blocking highways and



confronting the police. Students marched through the capital,
Quito.

Repression has also increased. As the government continues to
use its supposed war on drugs to justify its attacks on social
movements,  there  have  been  gruesome  reports  of  troops
torturing detained activists. But the Indigenous movement has
also been exercising its significant social power. When secret
service  agents  apparently  tried  last  month  to  run  over
Leonidas Iza – the former president of CONAIE and figurehead
of radical resistance – they were promptly detained by the
local community and submitted to Indigenous Justice, another
right protected by the current Constitution. They were not
harmed in any way, but they were subjected to several days of
close  questioning,  in  the  course  of  which  they  revealed
remarkable details of the security services’ surveillance of
social movements, including the use of infiltrators and fake
journalists. As a result of the agents’ detention, Leonidas
himself is now being charged with kidnapping.

The same Indigenous social power was on display on Thursday
when the new President of CONAIE, Marlon Vargas, announced the
indefinite nationwide stoppage. With regional stoppages and
road blocks spreading in the days before, President Noboa had
declared  a  state  of  emergency  in  several  provinces.  Now,
alongside  the  strike,  Marlon  Vargas  declared  a  ‘community
emergency’, meaning the army and police would not be allowed
to enter any Indigenous community or territory.

This represents a significant shift in the balance of forces
within the Indigenous movement. Only two months ago, Vargas
was elected at the head of a coalition of centrist and overtly
right-wing forces, promising to do business with the Noboa
government  and  promote  national  unity.  It  seemed  like  a
serious  defeat  for  the  radical  forces  in  the  Indigenous
movement, led by Leonidas Iza. But in recent weeks, reality
has undermined that ‘unity’. The Amazonian section of CONAIE,
Confeniae,  which  Vargas  once  led,  and  several  provincial



federations, announced they were breaking off relations with
the government. Local communities were already taking direct
action.

Events have been unfolding quickly and it is still too early
to tell whether the national stoppage will develop into a
full-blown rebellion, the third in six years. Much will depend
on  what  happens  within  the  leadership  of  the  Indigenous
movement. Nor is it yet clear how far President Noboa – who
retains significant support among parts of the population,
even though his popularity has fallen – will go in riding
roughshod over Ecuador’s already weak democratic institutions.
This is not yet a dictatorship, as some on the left have been
suggesting. But it may be heading in that direction.

In  any  case,  the  people  of  Ecuador  need  international
solidarity  –  Now!

Iain Bruce, 20 September 2025

Yes to Life, Yes to Yasuní!
On 20 August, at the same time they elect a new
president and a new National Assembly, Ecuadoreans
will be voting in one of the most important
environmental referendums of modern times. They are
being asked if the government should leave the oil
beneath the Yasuní national park in the ground,
indefinitely.

As Iain Bruce reports, this was one of the key
themes of a recent visit by Leonidas Iza, Ecuador’s
main Indigenous leader, to Europe to launch the
English edition of his book, Uprising: the October
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Rebellion in Ecuador.

Winning support
In a week of meetings and events in Madrid, Brussels, Paris,
London, Oxford, Glasgow and Grangemouth, Leonidas Iza and his
co-authors, Andres Tapia and Andres Madrid, won support from
MEPs, British MPs, trade unionists, peasants, climate justice
activists, academics, migrants and many others, for a Yes vote
in Ecuador’s August referendum.

Leonidas Iza and fellow authors meet with Scottish
trade unionists including STUC Deputy General
Secretary Dave Moxham and Unison Scotland Depute
Convenor Stephen Smellie in Glasgow during the recent
tour to promote “Uprising: the October Rebellion in
Ecuador”.

Iza was a central figure in the Indigenous-led uprising of
October 2019, triggered by the removal of fuel subsidies and
therefore a sharp rise in the cost of living. He was then
elected President of CONAIE, the Confederation of Indigenous
Nationalities of Ecuador, the most powerful movement of its
kind in Latin America. In that role, he led the follow-up
national stoppage, or paro, of June last year. That closed
down the country for even longer, 17 days in all, and expanded
the list of demands. Alongside opposition to a broader range
of neo-liberal policies, mandated by the International
Monetary Fund, the Indigenous movement and its allies put at
the centre of their struggle the need to halt oil drilling and
mining on protected, sensitive and Indigenous land. On both
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occasions, they forced the government to negotiate and won
significant concessions, but not enough.

This August’s referendum, which includes the question on
stopping oil drilling in three oil fields known as Block 43,
in the Yasuni, and another on limiting mining near the
capital, Quito, is in effect a continuation of the 2019 and
2022 struggles. It brings together environmental campaigners
with the Indigenous communities and other social movements
that staged those insurrections, in a National Anti-mining
Front. This combination is itself a significant, if tentative,
achievement. The relationship of the Indigenous leaders and
mass movement that led the insurrections, with the NGO left
that has tended to dominate the environmental movement, has
sometimes been difficult in recent years.

Biodiversity hotspot
As Iza and his colleagues repeated many times on their
European tour, the campaign for Yasuní is not just about
saving one of the most biodiverse spots on the planet. Of
course, it is that too. The Yasuni National Park comprises
9,823 sq. kms of rainforest (almost half the size of Wales) in
the Ecuadorean Amazon, just 200 kms from Quito and bordering
the eastern range of the Andes. Perhaps because it was one of
the few places that never froze over during the last ice age,
it is one of the most biodiverse areas in the world, possibly
the most biodiverse. Botanists have recorded 685 species of
tree in one hectare of the Yasuni. That is more than in all of
the United States and Canada. The same hectare also contains
about 100,000 species of insects, again similar to the total
number for North America. The Yasuni National Park is also
home to Ecuador’s two Indigenous peoples living in voluntary
isolation, the Tagaeri and the Taromenane. The pressure from
oil companies operating on the edges of their territory has
already resulted in three massacres, putting their survival in
jeopardy.



Climate Justice activists at Climate Camp Scotland in
Grangemouth send a message of solidarity “Yes to Life, Yes to
Yasuni” July 2023

https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Ye
s-to-Yasuni-at-Climate-Camp-Scotland.mp4

A novel initiative for mitigation
At the same time, the campaign for a Yes in the referendum has
a broader international significance, because it revives one
of the world’s most original proposals for mitigating climate
change. The Yasuni ITT Initiative was launched by the
progressive government of Rafael Correa in 2007, during its
early, more radical phase. It was based on proposals coming
from Indigenous communities in Ecuadorean Amazonia and some
environmental NGOs. It proposed leaving in the ground the 20
percent of Ecuador’s oil reserves that had been identified in
the Ishpingo, Tambococha and Tiputini oil fields, known as ITT
or Block 43, most of which lay beneath the Yasuni National
Park. In return, the rich countries would pay Ecuador for not
exploiting those reserves. US$3.6 billion over 13 years was
what the Correa government was asking for, in public and
private sector contributions, when it took the Yasuni ITT
initiative to the UN General Assembly in 2007, and to COP15 in
Copenhagen two years later, where it formed a central plank of
the proposals put forward by the ALBA alliance led by Bolivia,
Cuba and Venezuela. That amount was calculated as 50 percent
of the money the country would make if it did exploit those
reserves. This was emphatically not conceived as compensation
or as any kind of offset, nor was the money to be obtained
through any sort of carbon market, as Alberto Acosta, Correa’s
first energy minister and an architect of the Initiative,
repeatedly insisted. The idea was not to leave the oil in the
ground beneath the Yasuni National Park in exchange for some
northern polluters being allowed to continue their business as

https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Yes-to-Yasuni-at-Climate-Camp-Scotland.mp4
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Yes-to-Yasuni-at-Climate-Camp-Scotland.mp4


usual; on the contrary, the rich countries should pay as part
of their responsibility to cut global emissions.

Towards a global just transition
As the ecosocialist theorist, Michael Lowy, suggests in his
foreword to the English edition of Iza’s Uprising, the Yasuni
ITT Initiative could have been an unparalleled example to
other countries – an inspiration for how the global south and
the global north, both producers and consumers of fossil
fuels, could have engaged together in a just transition away
from the carbon economy, in a way that would be fair for
communities across the planet.

In the end, President Rafael Correa abandoned the Yasuni
Initiative. By 2013, the international pledges amounted to
only US$336 million, of which less than 4 percent had actually
been delivered. At the same time, the right-leaning and often
pro-oil developmentalists in his Citizen Revolution movement
had gained ground, bolstering Correa’s own sympathies with the
extractive industries – and his impatience with both the
Indigenous and environmental movements, which he liked to
refer to as “infantile”. Alberto Acosta and others on the
radical left in his government had either left or been
marginalised. Blaming “the international community” for
failing in its response (quite correctly of course), Correa
declared the Yasuni Initiative dead, and ordered the state oil
company, Petroecuador, to press ahead with drilling. In 2016,
oil began to flow from the ITT fields, but in lesser
quantities than expected, given the slump in world prices.
Nonetheless, Correa’s retreat from the Initiative sealed the
already deep breach between his government and the bulk of the
Indigenous and environmental movements.

The latter had argued that the oil should be left in the
ground, with or without the international financial
contribution. Already by 2014, a campaign called Yasunidos,



launched by the environmental NGO Accion Ecolologica, had
collected enough signatures to trigger a referendum. But the
electoral authorities refused to recognise hundreds of
thousands of them, and for a number of years the Yasuni
question all but disappeared from the political agenda.

The Yasuni returns
It was only in May this year that Ecuador’s Constitutional
Court ruled, somewhat unexpectedly, that the call for a
referendum was valid. It set the vote to coincide with the
snap presidential election on 20 August, called by Ecuador’s
right-wing president, Guillermo Lasso, to avoid his own
impeachment. Since then, the Yasuni question has burst back
into the centre of Ecuador’s political life. In a context that
has been changed fundamentally by the two Indigenous-led
insurrections of 2019 and 2022, it has unleashed an
unprecedented debate on what kind of social and economic
development the Ecuadorean people want for their country. It
is a debate that cuts through the middle of the electoral
options on offer on the same day. It also reveals, once again,
the profound contradictions that run through Latin America’s
diverse experiences with progressive governments, and their
complicated relations with powerful social movements, like the
Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador.

For the last decade or more, the left and progressive forces
in Ecuador have been riven by a bitter, debilitating division.
The supporters of former president Rafael Correa and his
Citizen Revolution movement have been ranged against much of
the Indigenous and women’s movements (the country’s two most
important social movements) and most of the trade unions (much
weakened from their high point of the 1980s), as well many
environmental NGOs and a number of small far-left groups and
currents.



Yasuni, elections and beyond
This split is playing out once again in the presidential
election on 20 August. But whether as tragedy or as farce, it
may be for the last time. On one side, the favourite to become
Ecuador’s next president, possibly in the first round but more
likely in a second round in October, is Luisa Gonzalez, the
candidate of the Citizen Revolution movement. She has avoided
taking a very explicit position on the Yasuni referendum, and
her party has said its members will be free to vote as they
choose. But like Correa himself, she has left little doubt
about her opposition to leaving the oil in the ground. Both
insist the country needs the money to build schools and
hospitals. Most of the half a dozen candidates vying to
represent a discredited right have maintained a similar
ambiguity, and used the same arguments.

On the other side, Yaku Perez, who was the candidate of the
Indigenous movement’s party, Pachakutik, in the 2021 election
and came third, is the only presidential candidate this time
to support openly a Yes vote in the Yasuni referendum. He
still has the support of the old, right-leaning leadership of
Pachakutik and some environmental NGOs, as well as parts of
the anti-Correa left and centre-left. But this bloc has lost
much of its credibility. In particular, the Pachakutik leaders
who engineered his candidacy last time and who led the large
group of Pachakutik members in the now-dissolved National
Assembly, revealed an extraordinary capacity for opportunism.
Putting their virulent anti-Correa stance above loyalty to any
particular ideology or policy, they struck a series of deals
with Guillermo Lasso’s right-wing government, in exchange for
favours and positions. As a result, last April’s national
conference of Pachakutik voted them out and elected a new
leadership aligned with the positions and priorities of CONAIE
itself. They appealed against their removal, and since the
National Electoral Council had still not ruled on the dispute,
Pachakutik was not allowed to give formal endorsement to any



candidates at a national level in this election.

7 August 2023

Uprising:  the  October
Rebellion in Ecuador – Book
launch Glasgow & Grangemouth
Weds 12 July, online Monday
10 July
ecosocialist.scot is pleased to be working with Resistance
Books, Anti*Capitalist Resistance, and other organisations to
bring the authors of

Uprising:  the  October  Rebellion  in
Ecuador
Leonidas Iza, Andres Tapia and Andres Madrid to Britain in
July 2023.

PDF version of info below >>> here

https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1782
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1782
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1782
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1782
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1782
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Monday-10-July-2023-Online-Wednesday-10-July-2023-In-person-3pm-STUC-Glasgow-8pm-Climate-Camp-Grangemouth-6.pdf


Wednesday 12 July Grangemouth 8pm
The big public event will be at the opening session of Climate
Camp Scotland at Grangemouth on Wednesday 12 July at 8pm. 
(This is approximately four miles from Falkirk, 25 miles from
Glasgow/Edinburgh, 50 miles from Dundee).  In order to attend
this you will need to register with Climate Camp Scotland –
details are >>> here

Wednesday  12  July  Glasgow  STUC
offices 3pm-4.30pm
A  meeting  will  also  be  held  on  Wednesday  12  July  from
3pm-4.30pm at the offices of Scottish Trades Union Congress
(STUC), 8 Landressy Street, Bridgeton, Glasgow G40 1BP (Google
Maps).   Public Transport – nearest station: Bridgeton, 5 mins
from Glasgow Central/Argyle Street; Bus 18, 46, 64, 263 (SPT
Journey Planner).

This meeting is kindly hosted by STUC and will particularly
focus on Trade Union Solidarity and Climate Justice issues.

Monday 10 July Online/London 7pm
The visit to Britain kicks off with a public meeting and book
launch in London on Monday 10 July that will also be available
to watch and participate online.  In person details:  Lumen
Community Centre, 88 Tavistock Pl, London WC1H 9RS and on zoom
https://bit.ly/ecuadorbkregister

Meeting sponsored by Resistance Books, War on Want, Global
Justice Now, the Climate Justice Coalition as part of the We
Make Tomorrow series, Plan C, and Anti*Capitalist Resistance

Buy the book >>> here

Organised by Resistance Books

https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1830
https://goo.gl/maps/DyVgBFZNEMsQsfo39
https://goo.gl/maps/DyVgBFZNEMsQsfo39
https://www.spt.co.uk/journey-planner/
https://www.spt.co.uk/journey-planner/
https://bit.ly/ecuadorbkregister
https://resistancebooks.org/product/uprising-the-october-rebellion-in-ecuador/
https://resistancebooks.org/


About the book
UPRISING  is  a  detailed
description and analysis of the
Indigenous-led  uprising  of
October  2019  in  Ecuador,
written by three people deeply
involved  in  the  revolt.  The
lead author, Leonidas Iza, came
to national prominence as one

of the central leaders of the rebellion. On the final day of
the paro, when the movement forced the government of Lenin
Moreno to withdraw Decree 883 and accede to live televised
talks  with  the  leaders  of  CONAIE,  the  main  Indigenous
umbrella organisation, it was Leonidas Iza who tore apart the
arguments of the finance minister in front of the nation,
giving him a master class in the implications of neoliberal
economics and the government’s deal with the IMF.

About the authors
Leonidas Iza is President of the Confederation of Indigenous
Nationalities of Ecuador (CONAIE), and is the best-known of a
new generation of Indigenous leaders in Ecuador. He emerged
as one of the central leaders of the October uprising, when
he was President of the Cotopaxi Indigenous and Campesino
Movement.
Andrés Tapia is Head of Communications at the Confederation
of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuadorean Amazonia.
Andrés Madrid teaches at the Central University of Ecuador.
He is the author of In search of the spark on the prairie.
The  revolutionary  subject  in  the  thought  of  the  left
intellectuality  in  Ecuador.

https://resistancebooks.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Copia-de-_MG_0249_2-scaled.jpg


Contents
Foreword, Michael Löwy1.
Prologue, Leonidas Iza, Andrés Tapia, and Andrés Madrid2.
Preface: Back to October, Hernán Ouviña3.
Introduction4.
Imminence:  Background,  accumulated  experience  and5.
rupture
Awakening, determination, struggle and resistance6.
Impact: lessons, debates and perspectives7.
Epilogue: Our day-to-day October8.
Appendix:  Platform  for  the  ‘Campaign  of  Escalating9.
Struggle’

Recommendations
The  October  2019  rising  in
Ecuador was a sign of things to
come,  as  estallidos,  or
uprisings,  erupted  later  in
Chile  and  Colombia.  They
represented  a  “people  in
movement” – the construction of
a new kind of power from below,
the merging of new forms of popular resistance with historic
expressions of indigenous rebellion, all reflected in the
collective voice of rebellion which this remarkable book
presents. In the course of those October days, as one speaker
puts it, “the everyday became extraordinary”, and a different
future beckoned. Mike Gonzales, Emeritus Professor of Latin
American Studies, Glasgow University

 

https://resistancebooks.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/1.-Daniel-Andradecmyk-scaled.jpg


This book is an account of a
semi-revolutionary
confrontation, written by one
of  its  key  protagonists,
Leonidas  Iza,  who  is  now
arguably  the  most  important
Indigenous  leader  in  Latin
America,  and  two  of  his

comrades. It combines a detailed, first-hand account of what
happened, with a profound, Marxist analysis of why and how,
and what social movements and the ecosocialist left can learn
from  it.  Unmissable!  Iain  Bruce,  journalist  and  writer,
former head of news at teleSUR TV

 

Hugo Blanco 15 Nov1934 ‑ 25

https://resistancebooks.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/1.Marcha-indigena-unidacmyk-scaled.jpg
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1815


June 2023
Derek Wall celebrates the life of his friend and comrade Hugo
Blanco

Hugo  Blanco,  who  died  on  Sunday  25th  June,  was  an  almost
mythical Peruvian revolutionary leader. I had the pleasure of
working with him and it is fair to say all of us who met him
found not a cold legend but a warm and beautiful human being.

He led a peasant uprising in the 1960s, which while successful
in achieving land rights, saw him spend many years in prison,
often in very difficult conditions and for much of the time on
death row. He was at the time a leading member of the Fourth
International and maintained warm contact with the FI up until
his death. In recent decades, inspired by the Zapatistas and
other indigenous movements, he published the newspaper Lucha
Indigena (‘Indigenous Fight’).

There are three things, at least, which are important about
Hugo Blanco. Firstly, he was a continuous active revolutionary
militant from his student days right up until final illness.
Secondly,  he  took  an  open  comradely  approach  to  this
militancy,  working  with  others  and  being  flexible  as  to
appropriate  tactics.  Thirdly,  he  was  a  pioneering
ecosocialist,  promoting  an  ecological  approach  to
revolutionary activism before many of us were conscious of
this element.

There is so much to say about his long life, it is difficult
to know where to start perhaps. However, a key moment for Hugo
was  hearing  about  an  indigenous  person  being  physically
branded with a hot iron. Though only a school student at the
time,  hearing  of  this  started  him  on  a  lifelong  path  of
working  against  oppression,  particularly  the  oppression  of
indigenous peoples.

He became at Trotskyist as a student in Argentina in the

https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1815
http://fourth.international/en
http://fourth.international/en
https://vientosur.info/wp-content/uploads/spip/pdf/Lucha_Indigena_94.pdf
https://vientosur.info/wp-content/uploads/spip/pdf/Lucha_Indigena_94.pdf


1950s. He, like many other Latin Americans was appalled by the
coup  led  by  the  CIA  in  Guatemala  in  1954.  Attending  a
demonstration,  he  heard  different  speakers  from  different
political currents, he was most impressed by the speaker who
called for the masses in Guatemala to be armed. Learning that
the speaker was a Trotskyist, Hugo decided he was a Trotskyist
too.

He  soon  became  a  committed  party  member  and  worked  at  a
various factories before moving back to Peru to organise the
masses. He was held in a police cell overnight in Cusco for
organising workers. He shared his cell with three individuals
from the La Convención region, bordering the Peruvian Amazon.
They asked him to move to their region and help with their
struggle for land rights, a struggle that accelerated with
landowners murdering the peasants occupying land. In response,
Hugo organised armed self-defence groups, with the conflict
leading to both victory and imprisonment.

Released in 1970 by the new Peruvian military government, Hugo
became active once again supporting trade union disputes and
other struggles. He was exiled. Variously he spent time in
Mexico, Argentina and Chile. He was in Chile during the coup
against  Allende’s  socialist  government,  narrowly  escaping
death as he was rescued by the Swedish Embassy. His beard was
shaved off, he was put in a suit and spirited out under the
name of Hans Bloom. His daughter Carmen went to school with
daughter of the Swedish Ambassador; but for this he might well
have been killed.

He lived for a time in Sweden, returned to Peru and was
involved  in  many  more  struggles,  indeed  he  was  once  a
candidate for the Presidency and spent some time as a Senator.
As  Senator  he  was  particularly  engaged  with  environmental
protection. Threatened with death by both the state security
services and Shining Path, he was exiled, once again, this
time back to Mexico.



He was least enthusiastic about his participation in electoral
politics and in the last twenty years has been committed to
grassroots militancy rather than traditional Leninism. There
is, however, continuity in his approach, which has always
focused on mass democratic struggles and decision making ‘“I
have always respected the indigenous characteristic that it is
the community that is responsible, not the individual. Even
when we took up arms, it was the masses who decided to defend
themselves”.  (Hugo  Blanco,  the  Peruvian  ecosocialist  –
International Viewpoint – online socialist magazine)

Equally his ecological struggles were rooted though in his
life-long  commitment  to  land  rights.  Lucha  Indigena  has
supported  many,  many  workers’,  indigenous  and  ecological
struggles not just in Peru but across the world. Hugo has
toured many countries in support of ecosocialists’ campaigns,
and in 2019 met Greta Thunberg in Stockholm. Hugo argued that
environmental  politics  is  rooted  in  the  struggles  of  the
oppressed, noting

There are in Peru a very large number of people who are
environmentalists. Of course, if I tell such people, you are
ecologists, they might reply, “ecologist your mother” or words
to that effect. Let us see, however. Isn’t the village of
Bambamarca truly environmentalist, which has time and again
fought  valiantly  against  the  pollution  of  its  water  from
mining? Are not the town of Ilo and the surrounding villages
which  are  being  polluted  by  the  Southern  Peru  Copper
Corporation  truly  environmentalist?  Is  not  the  village  of
Tambo Grande in Piura environmentalist when it rises like a
closed fist and is ready to die in order to prevent strip-
mining in its valley?

It is impossible in a thousand words or even five thousand to
properly honour and describe his various political campaigns
or indeed his numerous often near miraculous escapes from
death. However perhaps the best epitaph and summary comes from
another Latin American revolutionary.

https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7049
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7049
https://earthbound.report/2014/08/06/the-environmentalism-of-the-poor/


In Algiers in 1963 Che Guevara noted:

Hugo Blanco is the head of one of the guerrilla movements in
Peru. He struggled stubbornly but the repression was strong. I
don’t know what his tactics of struggle were, but his fall
does not signify the end of the movement. It is only a man
that has fallen, but the movement continues. One time, when we
were preparing to make our landing from the Granma, and when
there was great risk that all of us would be killed, Fidel
said: “What is more important than us is the example we set.”
It’s the same thing. Hugo Blanco has set an example’

And Hugo kept setting the example for decades after, the best
way to honour his life is to continue his legacy of indigenous
solidarity, ecosocialism and practical, focused revolutionary
commitment.

There  is  a  film  about  Hugo  released  in  2020,
 Río Profundo, and many, many interviews from him that can be
read. He was a huge inspiration to all of us who met him.

https://www.themilitant.com/1963/2733/MIL2733.pdf
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/hugoblancofilm


Derek  Wall  wrote  Hugo  Blanco:  A  Revolutionary  For
Life  published  by  Merlin/Resistance  books  in  2018

https://resistancebooks.org/product/hugo-blanco-a-revolutionary-for-life/
https://resistancebooks.org/product/hugo-blanco-a-revolutionary-for-life/
https://resistancebooks.org/product/hugo-blanco-a-revolutionary-for-life/


Resistance Books and Merlin also published We the Indians:–
The indigenous peoples of Peru and the struggle for land in
the same year.

Republished  from  Red  Green  Labour  –
https://redgreenlabour.org/2023/06/28/hugo-blanco-15-11-1934%e
2%80%9125-06-2023/

Ecuador:  Victory  for
indigenous  strike  movement,
but  the  struggle  continues!
La lucha continúa!
The 18 day mass strike and protest movement in Ecuador has
ended  after  negotiations  with  the  neo-liberal  government
resulted in a major victory for the indigenous movement that
launched it. ecosocialist.scot activists report on the latest
developments.

Negotiations  were  concluded  on  30  June  with  significant
concessions agreed by the government of right wing banker
President Lasso. These were greeted with acclaim by indigenous
protestors who returned from the capital Quito to be met with
mass rallies and triumphant scenes in the areas of the country
where  they  are  concentrated  (photos  and  videos  above  and
below).

Their leader, Leonidas Iza, was greeted as a hero by the
indigenous population.

Crucially the movement has given the government only 90 days

https://redgreenlabour.org/2023/06/28/hugo-blanco-15-11-1934%e2%80%9125-06-2023/
https://redgreenlabour.org/2023/06/28/hugo-blanco-15-11-1934%e2%80%9125-06-2023/
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1340
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1340
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1340
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1340
http://www.ecosocialist.scot/


to show significant progress on implementing the agreement –
otherwise the strike will start again

On the price of fuel, one of the major demands, there was only
a  minor  concession.  The  government  agreed  to  a  15  cent
reduction in prices while the movement demands 40 cents. There
was debate amongst activists as to whether this meant the
mobilisations should continue

However,  the  protests  were  never  about  one  issue  –  the
indigenous  organisations  had  put  forward  a  list  of  ten
interlinked and radical demands covering a range of economic,
social and ecological issues.

So  the  fact  that  Lasso  has  agreed  to  stop  expansion  of
extraction of natural resources in indigenous community areas
and to give their organisations real rights of veto of any
proposed exploitation of the environment is very important.
Two decrees were revoked that would have enabled more oil
drilling in the Amazon and mining on indigenous and protected
lands, as well as in areas that are important water reserves
and of archaeological significant.

The government also agreed to increase investment in health
and  education  that  has  been  suffering  from  massive
underinvestment  in  indigenous  areas.

A series of joint commissions will examine other proposals,
but  the  pause  in  the  strike  and  protest  actions  is  only
temporary  –  in  90  days  time  the  indigenous  movement  will
review the situation, judge whether the government has moved
sufficiently, and decide whether to resume the strike and
protest action.

Mass  protests  rock  Ecuador



capital
The actions were led by the indigenous umbrella organisation
CONAIE (Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador)
and two other allied groupings, FENOCIN and FEIN. The protest
strike was huge among the mainly farming based communities,
and many indigenous protestors poured into the capital Quito
to rock it with mass demonstrations.

They faced severe repression, with six protestors killed and
hundreds beaten and arrested by brutal state forces. On the
second day of the strike the leader of CONAIE, Leonardis Iza,
was illegally arrested, dragged away in handcuffs by armed
forces of the state and held for 24 hours. A mass protest wave
against  his  arrest,  supported  by  worldwide  solidarity
statements, forced his release and he resumed leadership of
the  strike  movement  leading  the  negotiations  with  the
government.

On three occasions, the government imposed temporary ‘states
of emergency’ in different parts of Ecuador, but were forced
to lift each of them as part of the negotiations with the
indigenous  organisations  and  as  the  National  Assembly  of
Ecuador had begun to consider a ‘no confidence’ motion in the
President and demands for negotiations.

The  indigenous  communities  of  Ecuador  themselves  represent
only about 1 million people out of 17 million. However more
than 60% of the population have some indigenous ancestry. This
helps to explain how the movement was able to avoid the ever
present danger of isolation. More importantly, however, the
indigenous  movement  has  long  been  seen  as  the  point  of
reference for other social movements, regardless of region or
ethnic identity. Some still remember the early years of the
century, when the indigenous movement helped to bring down
three  unpopular  governments.  Above  all,  almost  everyone
carries  fresh  memories  of  the  successful,  indigenous-led

https://conaie.org/
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1277


insurrection of October 2019, which is also when the figure of
Leonidas Iza first emerged at the centre of the movement.

From the beginning of this nationwide strike on 13 June, the
mass protests in Quito began to attract sympathy and support
from  other  workers,  from  the  women’s  movement,  and  from
students and universities across the country. Perhaps most
importantly,  they  drew  support  from  the  poor  urban
neighbourhoods of the capital and other cities – including a
large-scale  operation  to  collect  food,  blankets  and  other
supplies  for  the  protesters  who  had  arrived  from  the
countryside. For the right wing recently elected President
Lasso there was the danger that the movement would spread and
unseat him from power. The government therefore moved from
initially  resisting  all  the  demands  to  agreeing  major
concessions.

A  Global  Climate  Justice
Movement
This  must  be  regarded  as  a  victory  for  the  indigenous
organisations, who emerged more confident and united from the
struggle. Their ten point programme of demands must be seen as
a  model  for  the  type  of  ecosocialist  movement  uniting
opposition  to  ecological  neo-liberal  destruction  that  the
entire world urgently needs.

Awareness is rising globally about the importance of not just
the neo-liberal attacks on living standards and the poor, but
also on the importance of protecting the natural environment
from devastation. Indigenous communities are increasingly seen
as in the front line of defence of the planet against rampant
extractivism and the need to prevent climate change.

Leonidas Iza addressed last year’s ‘From the Ground Up’ online
programme, organised by the UK COP26 Coalition, in preparation



for the ultimately disappointing summit outcome in Glasgow.
Indigenous activists were evident in the protests in Glasgow
during the two weeks of COP26 last November when the city came
alight with the global climate justice movement.

More recently indigenous communities in Brazil were praised in
the  normally  silent  mainstream  British  media  over  their
unstinting efforts in exposing the brutal murders of British
journalist Dom Phillips and his Brazilian collaborator Bruno
Pereira  –  murders  that  were  clearly  directly  related  to
Phillips’  exposure  of  massive  commercial  exploitation  of
Amazon rainforest areas that has the backing of Brazil’s right
wing President Bolsonaro. The full story of Phillips’ murder
needs to be uncovered.

Tremendous  victory  but
ecosocialist  struggle
continues
While the concessions by the Ecuadorian government and the
scale of the mass protests represent a tremendous victory, the
struggle for people and planet continues.

ecosocialist.scot  helped  to  launch  a  global  petition  in
solidarity with the struggle in Ecuador in conjunction with
organisations across Latin America and other allies. We thank
everyone who signed this, including leading Scottish political
figures who either signed or indicated they were supportive.
Such public shows of solidarity particularly from the states
of the ‘Global North’ helps the protest; but in the light of
developments we are suspending the petition and will encourage
everyone who signed to continue to back the movement in other
ways, including supporting both protests in Britain against
rising energy prices and for just wage and benefit rises and
the struggle against fossil fuel extraction in the North Sea.

https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=922
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1313
https://twitter.com/ecosocialistsc1/status/1540629119976841217
https://www.stopcambo.org.uk/


If the Ecuadorian government backtracks, then the movement
will be back on the streets in a few months and worldwide
solidarity will be more needed than ever. The result of the
recent elections in Colombia and Chile give encouragement, as
does the routing of Macron’s candidates and the election of a
radical independentist to the French National Assembly from
the South American colony of French Guiana. Many eyes will
also  be  on  the  forthcoming  election  in  Brazil  and  the
potential  defeat  of  Bolsonaro.

But  the  Ecuadorian  indigenous  movement  has  shown  that
comprehensive  ecosocialist-based  demands  to  confront  the
economic, social and ecological crises, supported by strikes
and  mass  protests,  also  have  a  major  role  to  play.
ecosocialist.scot believes we need to build a movement in
Scotland that supports those demands and methods, and links up
with others across the world in supporting and encouraging a
global movement for people and planet.

ecosocialist.scot editorial board
1 July 2022

Media and information
Video showing the reception to the victory in Cotopaxi and in
the capital

Recibimiento en Cotopaxi. Viva la… – Conaie Comunicación |
Facebook

#EnVivo ��✊� ¡Solo la lucha nos… – La voz de la Confeniae |
Facebook

Ecuador Update! Indigenous communities in Chimborazo, in the
central highlands, send reinforcements to the protests in the
capital, Quito #EcuadorResiste pic.twitter.com/T3gSpMAUbB

—  ecosocialist.scot  #freepalestine#ceasefirenow

https://www.ecosocialist.scot/
https://www.facebook.com/conaie.org/videos/623476305370540/?extid=NS-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-GK1C-GK2C&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/conaie.org/videos/623476305370540/?extid=NS-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-GK1C-GK2C&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/lavozconfeniae/videos/729512491590373/?extid=NS-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-GK1C-GK2C&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/lavozconfeniae/videos/729512491590373/?extid=NS-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-GK1C-GK2C&ref=sharing
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EcuadorResiste?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/T3gSpMAUbB


(@ecosocialistsc1)  June  26,  2022

#ParoNacional2022Ec
¡El pueblo unido jamás será vencido! esta tarde en Sangolquí,
cantón Rumiñahui. #conaie #quito pic.twitter.com/AY7R8LqchZ

— CONAIE (@CONAIE_Ecuador) June 26, 2022

Articles  about  the  struggle  from  International  Viewpoint,
online magazine of the Fourth International

New lessons from the popular struggle in Ecuador: preliminary
ideas – International Viewpoint – online socialist magazine

Two projects confront each other once more – International
Viewpoint – online socialist magazine

“We demand that the government responds to CONAIE’s 10 points
and  halts  repression”  –  International  Viewpoint  –  online
socialist magazine

Stop the represion in Ecuador! Solidarity with the indigenous-
led  strike!  –  International  Viewpoint  –  online  socialist
magazine

An  open  scenario,  with  nothing  decided  in  Ecuador  –
International  Viewpoint  –  online  socialist  magazine

Summary of the negotiation outcome (in Spanish)

https://twitter.com/ecosocialistsc1/status/1540969001257500672?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ParoNacional2022Ec?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/conaie?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/quito?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/AY7R8LqchZ
https://twitter.com/CONAIE_Ecuador/status/1540924621268164608?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7263
https://fourth.international/en
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7723&utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7723&utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7725
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7725
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7724
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7724
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7724
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7720
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7720
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7720
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7263
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7263


[Updated]  Global  petition
against repression in Ecuador
(updated 1 July 2022)
***LATEST  ***  Thanks  to  the  tremendous  victory  of  the
indigenous struggle in Ecuador in the agreement of 30 June,
this petition is no longer being promoted.  Full details here:
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1340  We  thank  those  who
supported it and will keep them informed of developments.  The
article and updates will remain on our website as a historic
record and background of the struggle.

https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1313
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1313
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1313
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1340


ecosocialist.scot  is  launching  a  global  petition  (below)
against the current repression in Ecuador and in solidarity
with the movement of the indigenous people, other workers
organisations and social movements for just demands in their
general strike against the right wing government of President
Lasso.   Early signatories include parliamentarians, political
and climate activists, and workers’ leaders from across the
world.

The general strike in Ecuador was initially called by the
movement of indigenous people (CONAIE) and has been underway
since  Monday  13  June.   The  strike  and  mass  protests  are
growing in support among workers, but have been met by a
massive wave of repression by the Lasso government including
the illegal detention of indigenous leader Leonidas Iza, mass
arrests and police brutality including the killing of an 18
year old indigenous protestor and at least four others (see
below  for  Latest  News  and
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1277  for  background).

We are targeting this petition at both the workers movement
and the climate justice movement.  The 10 demands of the
movement relate not just to the harsh economic conditions of
the  people  through  rising  prices  of  food  and  fuel  while
workers’ incomes fall, but are also against the exploitation
of the natural environment and extraction of resources that
has devastated indigenous people’s across Ecuador, the entire
continent and the world.  The demands include opposition to
privatisation of public services and the need for investment
in education and health.

The petition can be found on the ipetitions website (link
below) and can also be signed on a Google form.  ipetitions
will display the total global signatories, but if you also
fill in the form to share your details we’ll be able to
publicise your designation and area of activity.  The list
below will therefore extend.  We call on all activists in the
workers and climate justice movement to both sign and promote

http://www.ecosocialist.scot/
https://conaie.org/
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/?p=1277


the petition on social media and through your organisations. 
The world needs to support the movement of indigenous peoples,
workers and environmental activists in Ecuador in their hour
of need.

LATEST EVENTS from our correspondents on the ground – updated
25 June 2022

The Ecuador National Assembly is debating online a motion of
no confidence in President Lasso though it seems doubtful
that it will be passed.  President Lasso has suspended the
State of Emergency order, in a blatant attempt to try to void
the  no  confidence  motion.   But  the  repression  against
demonstrators  continues,  as  show  in  videos  below.   Many
thousands  more  indigenous  protestors  have  mobilised  to
reinforce those already in the capital, Quito.

Police brutality against protesters in
Quito on Friday.

https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/upl
oads/2022/06/Ecuador-Video-2022-06-2-attacs-
on-protesters-1.mp4

https://www.ecosocialist.scot
/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/Ecuad
or-Video-2022-06-attacks-on-
protesters-2.mp4

Indigenous communities in Chimboraza in
the  central  highlands  send
reinforcements  to  the  protests  in
capital Quito
Indigenous communities in Chimboraza in the central highlands
send  reinforcements  to  the  protests  in  capital  Quito

https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Ecuador-Video-2022-06-2-attacs-on-protesters-1.mp4
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Ecuador-Video-2022-06-2-attacs-on-protesters-1.mp4
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Ecuador-Video-2022-06-2-attacs-on-protesters-1.mp4
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Ecuador-Video-2022-06-attacks-on-protesters-2.mp4
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Ecuador-Video-2022-06-attacks-on-protesters-2.mp4
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Ecuador-Video-2022-06-attacks-on-protesters-2.mp4
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Ecuador-Video-2022-06-attacks-on-protesters-2.mp4
https://www.ecosocialist.scot/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Ecuador-Video-2022-06-attacks-on-protesters-2.mp4
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid0GHRmaX1BFpB1NrUyNsYmzxdCVikhCnUJsmSrhNKUsMX6zscBpyuom5JZFZ3TX6nQl&id=100025428972462&sfnsn=wa
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid0GHRmaX1BFpB1NrUyNsYmzxdCVikhCnUJsmSrhNKUsMX6zscBpyuom5JZFZ3TX6nQl&id=100025428972462&sfnsn=wa


(Facebook  video)

Thursday 23 June report
Thursday, the eleventh day of the national strike in Ecuador,
was a very intense day. It began with an important victory
for  the  indigenous-led  movement.  Thousands  of  mainly
indigenous  protesters  managed  to  reoccupy,  entirely
peacefully, the main cultural centre in Quito, the Casa de
Cultura.  This  is  where  the  indigenous  movement  has
traditionally found shelter when it mobilises in the capital.
It was their centre of operations during the uprising of
October 2019. However, as part of its state of emergency, the
government had sent the army and police to seal off the
building and its grounds. This made it much more difficult
this time for the indigenous contingents arriving in Quito to
find shelter and have a coordinated logistical and symbolic
centre.  They  had  been  more  spread  out  around  various
university campuses that had partially allowed them in. Some
were left sleeping out in the cold.

The  fact  that  on  Thursday,  faced  with  a  huge  swell  of
protesters outside, the security forces simply let them in,
was interpreted as a possible, significant concession by the
government. A massive and euphoric rally of indigenous and
other  protesters  took  place  in  the  main  auditorium,
addressed, in particular, by Leonidas Iza, the undisputed,
central  leader  of  the  strike.  There  was  talk  of  more
concessions and the possibility of meaningful talks, with
results,  as  the  movement  has  been  putting  it,  with  the
government.

However,  a  little  later,  part  of  the  movement,  led  by
indigenous women, began to march from the House of Culture to
the National Assembly, to put pressure on them. There have
been  so-far  unsuccessful  attempts  there  to  revoke  the
president’s decrees of a state of emergency. This march was
met with very severe repression from the police and army,

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid0GHRmaX1BFpB1NrUyNsYmzxdCVikhCnUJsmSrhNKUsMX6zscBpyuom5JZFZ3TX6nQl&id=100025428972462&sfnsn=wa


using tear gas, water cannon and live, buckshot, ammunition.
At least one young man died after receiving multiple pellet
shots in his chest and neck. As night fell, groups of police
on motorbikes also attacked at least one of the humanitarian
locations  where  people  from  the  local  community  were
distributing food to indingenous protesters. In one case the
police fired pistols at the group as they ate, wounding at
least one of them. There are reports of another death as
well, taking the total so far to at least four.

Another worrying development is that sections of the middle-
class, racist right in Quito have begun to mobilise against
the protests. There are reports of groups of white-shirted
young man driving around and abusing isolated individuals or
vulnerable groups of indigenous protesters, shouting racist
abuse at the “f****** indians” and telling them to go home.
It is not clear if there have been physical attacks, but some
of these vigilantes seem to be carrying guns. The right also
mobilised a march of a few thousand towards the area where
the protesters are concentrated, but they didn’t get very far
and  soon  turned  back  to  their  base  in  the  affluent
neighbourhoods  of  north-central  Quito.

Thank you for your support.

ecosocialist.scot

Link  to  Petition:
https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/stop-
the-repression-in-ecuador

Send  us  your  details  if  you  sign:
https://forms.gle/jFzJ5T7a4VTDa2VL9
______________________________

https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/stop-the-repression-in-ecuador
https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/stop-the-repression-in-ecuador
https://forms.gle/jFzJ5T7a4VTDa2VL9


Text of petition and signatories (English/Spanish)

Stop  the  repression  in
Ecuador, Solidarity with the
Indigenous-led strike! / Alto
a  la  represión  en  Ecuador,
Solidaridad  con  el  paro
Indígena
To also have your name publicly associated with this petition,
please  complete  the  form  here:
https://forms.gle/jFzJ5T7a4VTDa2VL9  This  petition  was
initially organised by ecosocialist.scot  / Para que su nombre
también se asocie públicamente con esta petición, complete el
formulario  aquí:  https://forms.gle/jFzJ5T7a4VTDa2VL9  Esta
petición fue organizada inicialmente por ecosocialist.scot

 

STOP  THE  REPRESSION  IN  ECUADOR,  SOLIDARITY  WITH  THE
INDIGENOUS-LED  STRIKE!

“The repression against the nationwide strike called by the
indigenous  movement  in  Ecuador  has  only  increased  since
President Guillermo Lasso first declared a state of emergency
and a curfew on Friday, 17 June. The police and army have been
using brutal force, tear gas, stun grenades, pellet shot, to
stop thousands of peaceful indigenous protesters from entering
the capital, Quito. At least one protester has died, three are
reported to be in a critical condition, dozens more have been
wounded or arrested. The army and police have sealed off the
House of Culture and several university campuses in an attempt

https://forms.gle/jFzJ5T7a4VTDa2VL9
https://forms.gle/jFzJ5T7a4VTDa2VL9
http://www.ecosocialist.scot/


to deny the indigenous protesters their traditional places of
shelter in the capital. An immense citizen effort is underway,
from students, women’s groups, neighbourhood organisations and
the population in general, to collect food, blankets and basic
provisions for the protesters who have made it into Quito.

Massive mobilisations and road blocks continue in indigenous
territories across Ecuador. The local Governor’s offices have
been occupied in at least three provinces.

Secondary  school  and  university  students,  teachers,  health
workers, trade unionists, neighbourhood organisations and the
feminist movement are mobilising in towns and cities.

Bus drivers, taxi drivers and truckers have either promised
stoppages or already joined in the road blocks.

We the undersigned, demand an immediate end to the violent
repression  of  peaceful  protesters  in  Ecuador.  We  call  on
President Lasso and the government of Ecuador to lift the
state of emergency, release those still in detention and drop
all charges against the movement’s best known leader, Leonidas
Iza, President of Conaie, who was illegally detained on 14
June and released 24 hours later, but who still faces charges
that carry a possible prison sentence of 1-3 years.

In place of a military response, we urge President Lasso to
engage in serious negotiations with the indigenous movement
and other social movements, to address their just demands.

These include the 10 points put forward by Conaie – including
fair prices for agricultural products; freezing of fuel prices
because  this  generates  price  increases;  respect  for  the
collective rights of indigenous peoples and nationalities; a
budget  for  health  and  education;  an  end  to  the  voracious
extractivism in indigenous territories; stop speculation and
rising  prices  of  basic  food  basket  items;  stop  the
privatisation of strategic sectors; public policies to curb
the wave of violence.



These  have  since  been  enriched  by  other  social  movements
incorporating  their  own  demands,  for  example  for  public
polices to curb gender violence and femicide.

The  victory  of  Gustavo  Petro  and  Francia  Marquez  in  the
presidential elections in neighbouring Colombia, show that the
people of the region want to turn the page on decades of
neoliberal  economic  policies  that  only  generate  poverty,
violence,  racial  exclusion  and  the  destruction  of  mother
earth. We stand in solidarity with all their struggles and
with the indigenous-led strike in Ecuador.”

ALTO  A  LA  REPRESIÓN  EN  ECUADOR,  SOLIDARIDAD  CON  EL  PARO
INDÍGENA

“La  represión  contra  el  paro  nacional  convocado  por  el
movimiento indígena en Ecuador no ha hecho más que aumentar
desde que el presidente Guillermo Lasso declaró el estado de
excepción y el toque de queda el viernes 17 de junio. La
policía y el ejército han utilizado una fuerza brutal, gases
lacrimógenos,  granadas  de  aturdimiento  y  perdigones,  para
impedir que miles de manifestantes indígenas pacíficos entren
en la capital, Quito. Al menos un manifestante ha muerto, tres
se encuentran en estado crítico y docenas más han sido heridos
o detenidos. El ejército y la policía han acordonado la Casa
de la Cultura y varios campus universitarios en un intento de
negar a los manifestantes indígenas sus lugares tradicionales
de refugio en la capital. Está en marcha un inmenso esfuerzo
ciudadano,  por  parte  de  estudiantes,  grupos  de  mujeres,
organizaciones  vecinales  y  la  población  en  general,  para
recoger  alimentos,  mantas  y  provisiones  básicas  para  los
manifestantes que han conseguido entrar en Quito.

Continúan  las  movilizaciones  masivas  y  los  bloqueos  de
carreteras en los territorios indígenas de todo Ecuador. Las
gobernaciones  locales  han  sido  ocupadas  en  al  menos  tres
provincias.



Estudiantes  de  secundaria  y  universitarios,  profesores,
personal sanitario, sindicalistas, organizaciones vecinales y
el movimiento feminista se movilizan en pueblos y ciudades.

Los  conductores  de  autobuses,  taxistas  y  camioneros  han
prometido paros o ya se han sumado a los cortes de carretera.

Nosotros, los abajo firmantes, exigimos el cese inmediato de
la  represión  violenta  de  los  manifestantes  pacíficos  en
Ecuador. Pedimos al presidente Lasso y al gobierno de Ecuador
que levanten el estado de excepción, liberen a los que aún
están detenidos y retiren todos los cargos contra el líder más
conocido  del  movimiento,  Leonidas  Iza,  presidente  de  la
Conaie, que fue detenido ilegalmente el 14 de junio y liberado
24  horas  después,  pero  que  aún  se  enfrenta  a  cargos  que
conllevan una posible condena de prisión de 1 a 3 años.

En lugar de una respuesta militar, instamos al presidente
Lasso  a  entablar  negociaciones  serias  con  el  movimiento
indígena y otros movimientos sociales, para atender sus justas
demandas.

Entre ellas se encuentran los 10 puntos planteados por la
Conaie,  entre  ellos,  precios  justos  para  los  productos
agropecuarios; congelación de los precios de los combustibles
porque esto genera aumentos de precios; respeto a los derechos
colectivos  de  los  pueblos  y  nacionalidades  indígenas;
presupuesto  para  la  salud  y  la  educación;  fin  del
extractivismo voraz en los territorios indígenas; freno a la
especulación y al aumento de los precios de los productos de
la canasta básica; freno a la privatización de los sectores
estratégicos;  políticas  públicas  para  frenar  la  ola  de
violencia.

Desde  entonces  se  han  enriquecido  con  otros  movimientos
sociales  que  han  incorporado  sus  propias  demandas,  por
ejemplo, políticas públicas para frenar la violencia de género
y el feminicidio.



La  victoria  de  Gustavo  Petro  y  Francia  Márquez  en  las
elecciones presidenciales de la vecina Colombia, demuestran
que los pueblos de la región quieren darle vuelta a la página
de  décadas  de  políticas  económicas  neoliberales  que  sólo
generan pobreza, violencia, exclusión racial y destrucción de
la madre tierra. Nos solidarizamos con todas sus luchas y con
la huelga liderada por los indígenas en Ecuador”.

Initial list of Signatories (22 June 2022/22 junio 2022)

Miguel  Urbán,  Member  of  European  Parliament/Eurodiputado,
Anticapitalistas (Spanish State/Estado Español)

Martín Mosquera (Argentina)

Senador Rafael Bernabe (Puerto Rico)

Luis Bonilla. Otras Voces en Educación (Venezuela)

Olmedo Beluche por el Polo Ciudadano (Panamá)

Josefina Chávez (México)

Eduardo Lucita , EDI, (Argentina)

Eric Toussaint, Portavoz de CADTM (Belgium/Bélgica)

Edgard Sánchez (México)

Manuel Rodríguez Banchs. Democracia Socialista (Puerto Rico)

Joao Machado Borges Neto (Brazil/Brasil)

Tárzia Maria de Medeiros (Brazil/Brasil)

Stalin Pérez Borges. LUCHAS (Venezuela)

Ana Cristina Carvalhaes Machado (Brazil/Brasil)

Fernanda Melchionna, diputada federal/PSOL Rio Grande do Sul
(Brazil/Brasil)



Sâmia Bomfim, diputado federal/PSOL São Paulo (Brazil/Brasil)

Vivi Reis, diputada federal/ PSOL Pará (Brazil/Brasil)

Luciana  Genro,  diputada  estadual/  PSOL  Rio  Grande  do  Sul
(Brazil/Brasil)

Roberto  Robain,  dirigente  del  MES/PSOL  /concejal  de  Porto
Alegre (Brazil/Brasil)

Israel Dutra, Secretario general del PSOL (Brazil/Brasil)

Pedro Fuentes, dirigente del MES/PSOL (Brazil/Brasil)

Bruno Magalhaes, dirigente del MES/PSOL (Brazil/Brasil)

Philippe  Pierre-Charles  Groupe  Révolution  Socialiste
(Martinique/Martinica)

Daniel Libreros. Movimiento Ecosocialista (Colombia)

Franck Gaudichaud France Amérique Latine (France/Francia)

Béatrice Whitaker (France/Francia)

Pierre Rousset, NPA, (France/Francia)

Richard Neuville, ENSEMBLE (France/Francia)

Renato Roseno, diputado de Ceará/PSOL (Brazil/Brasil)

Mario  Barreto,  presidente  de  PSOL  Río  de  Janeiro
(Brazil/Brasil)

Nadja Carvalho, Isabel Lessa y Fernando Silva del Directorio
Nacional del PSOL (Brazil/Brasil)

Mike Picken, ecosocialist.scot (Scotland/Escosia – UK)

Iain Gault, ecosocialist.scot (Scotland/Escosia – UK)

Terry Conway, Anti*Capitalist Resistance (England/Inglaterra –
UK)



Iain Bruce, journalist/periodista (Scotland/Escosia – UK)

Frances  Curran,  Former  member  of  Scottish
Parliament/Socialists for Independence (Scotland/Escosia – UK)

Jim  Bollan,  Councillor  –  West  Dunbartonshire,
(Scotland/Escosia  –  UK)

Stephen  Smellie,  Unison  Scotland  (personal  capacity)
(Scotland/Escosia  –  UK)

John Rees, socialist activist (England/Inglaterra – UK)

Barry Sheppard (USA)

Jeff Mackler, National Secretary Socialist Action (USA)

Mónica  Baltodano,   Integrante  de  la  Articulación  de
Movimientos  Sociales  (Nicaragua)

Oly Millán,  Integrante de la Plataforma Ciudadana en Defensa
de la Constitución (Venezuela)

Tarcísio Mota, Chico Alencar, Monica Benício y William Siri,
councillors/concejales/as de Rio de Janeiro (Brazil/Brasil)

Mônica Francisco, State Deputy /diputada de estado Rio de
Janeiro (Brazil/Brasil)

Orlando Barrante, Movimiento de Trabajadores y camponeses –
MTC (Costa Rica)

Luana Alves, City Councillor/Vereadora São Paulo, Executiva
nacional do PSOL (Brazil/Brasil)

Humberto Meza, Comite Brasileño de Solidaridad con Nicaragua
(Brazil/Brasil)

Fernando  Carneir,  city  councillor/  vereador  Belém-Pa  PSOL
(Brazil/Brasil)

Aurelio  Robles,  Coordinador  del  Movimiento  Alternativa



Socialista-MAS (Panamá).

Mariana  Riscali,  Nat  Sec  Finance/Secretária  Nacional  de
Finanças do PSOL (Brazil/Brasil)

Monica Seixas, deputada estadual São Paulo (Brazil/Brasil)

Mariana Conti – City Councillor/Vereadora Campinas, São Paulo
(Brazil/Brasil)

Fábio Felix, Dep. Distrital Brasília (Brazil/Brasil)

Josemar,  City  Councillor/Vereador  São  Gonçalo  RJ
(Brazil/Brasil)

Pedro  Ruas,  City  Councillor/Vereador  Porto  Alegre  RS
(Brazil/Brasil)

Jurandir  Silva,  City  Councillor/Vereador  Pelotas  RS
(Brazil/Brasil)

Ecuador:  Indigenous  leader
released after mass protests
Leonidas  Iza  is  free  but  a  national  strike  continues  in
Ecuador,  writes   María  Isabel  Altamirano  Solarte  for
ecosocialist.scot.

After 24 hours of illegal detention, Leonidas Iza was finally
released.

Iza  is  president  of  CONAIE  (Confederation  of  Indigenous
Nationalities of Ecuador), which is the largest organisation
in  Ecuador  bringing  together  the  majority  of  indigenous
peoples and nationalities. His release has been a triumph of
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social mobilisation and international solidarity.

Leonidas Iza was arrested by elite forces of the national
police and the Armed Forces in a violent and illegal manner,
accused of “paralysing a public service” and incitment. His
entire  detention  process  was  outside  the  framework  of
Ecuadorian  law.

His release is a triumph of popular pressure and international
solidarity. On the one hand, the affiliated organisations of
CONAIE  have  come  out  more  forcefully  to  express  their
discontent in their territories and in different cities of the
country.

In Cotopaxi, the province where Leonidas Iza is from, the
communities filled the streets of the main city, Latacunga.
When they heard that their leader was being transferred to the
Military  Fort  of  Cotopaxi,  they  went  there  to  demand  his
release.

In Quito, the capital of Ecuador, young people, university
students, feminists, dissidents and ordinary people have also
joined the mobilisation in the vicinity of the National State
Prosecutor’s Office to demand the release of the political
detainees and to express their demands for education, health
and non-violence by the state.

International Solidarity
International  solidarity  has  been  very  important,  with
messages of support for Leonidas Iza and rejection of the
persecution  of  political  leaders,  as  well  as  other
demonstrations such as the collection of signatures to demand
his release.

The  government  of  the  banker  Lasso,  who  seeks  to  impose
neoliberal policies, has been totally inept in responding to
the fair demands of the population and CONAIE.  These demands



include fair prices for agricultural products; freezing of
fuel prices because this generates price increases; access to
employment and no job insecurity; respect for the collective
rights of peoples and nationalities, budget for health and
education;  stop  the  voracious  extractivism  in  indigenous
territories; stop speculation and rising prices of basic food
basket items; stop the privatisation of strategic sectors;
generation of policies to curb the wave of violence and hired
killings;  public  policies  to  curb  gender  violence  and
femicide.

But this government has taken up again the National Security
doctrines  of  the  ‘internal  enemy’,  persecuting  and
criminalising social activists and indigenous leaders, women,
students, workers, etc. Under this logic, eight young leaders
of the Guevarist Movement were arrested a month ago. And now,
in  the  context  of  the  National  Strike  called  by  CONAIE,
Leonidas Iza has been arrested. But they have also arrested
other indigenous leaders of CONAIE’s affiliated organisations,
young students and women who took to the streets to protest
and demand their rights during these two days of the National
Strike.

In addition, during these two days there have been very strong
acts of repression, and there have been injuries with tear gas
bombs and even pellets. Social communicators were attacked by
members of the national police. But in these two days of the
National  Strike  the  mobilisation  has  also  grown  and
strengthened.

Although  his  release  is  a  victory  for  mass  protests  and
international solidarity, Leonidas Iza still faces charges and
a  possible  prison  sentence  for  his  role  in  the  strike.  
Worldwide solidarity needs to be stepped up to call for all
charges to be dropped and for the Ecuador government to grant
the just demands of the strike movement.



Protests were taking place
across  Ecuador  (Pic
@CONAIE_Ecuador)

CONAIE  is  the  largest
organisation  in  Ecuador
bringing  together  the
majority  of  indigenous
peoples and nationalities


