Uprising or Dictatorship 1in
Ecuador? International
Solidarity Needed Now!

In the afternoon of Thursday, 18 September, the new,
apparently right-wing leadership of CONAIE, Ecuador’s powerful
Indigenous movement, bowed to pressure and called an
indefinite national strike — in protest at the removal of
subsidies for diesel fuel, a move set to almost double the
price of most basic necessities overnight.

On Friday morning, President Daniel Noboa announced plans to
call a Constitutional Assembly to rewrite the Constitution —
he’'d been pushing for a series of reforms that would remove or
weaken environmental and labour rights enshrined in the
progressive Constitution of 2008, and allow him to invite U.S.
troops to operate on Ecuadorean soil, supposedly in his ‘war
on drugs’.

Late on Friday night, President Noboa sent police to surround
and evacuate the Constitutional Court as it deliberated on the
constitutionality of his moves — it had recently ruled out of
order several of his attempts in this direction.

Ecuador’s social movements immediately called for a
mobilisation on Saturday morning in defence of the
Constitutional Court.

This latest standoff comes at the end of a week of mounting
confrontation between the increasingly far-right government
and Ecuador’s social movements, with Indigenous communities in
the lead.

Days of protest against a big mining project in southern
Ecuador, which threatens the region’s entire ecological
balance, especially its water sources, culminated in a huge
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demonstration on Tuesday. Some 100,000 people marched through
Cuenca, the country’s third city. The government was forced to
back off, suspending the project at least temporarily, while
promising to press ahead with other big mining projects in
communities like Palo Quemado and Las Naves, where both
resistance and repression have been intense.

In parallel, the government announced the sharp increase in
the price of diesel, as part of its deal with the
International Monetary Fund. The reaction was similar to that
of October 2019, when a fuel price hike triggered an
Indigenous-led uprising. Strike action by transport unions was
soon joined by Indigenous communities blocking highways and
confronting the police. Students marched through the capital,
Quito.

Repression has also increased. As the government continues to
use its supposed war on drugs to justify its attacks on social
movements, there have been gruesome reports of troops
torturing detained activists. But the Indigenous movement has
also been exercising its significant social power. When secret
service agents apparently tried last month to run over
Leonidas Iza — the former president of CONAIE and figurehead
of radical resistance — they were promptly detained by the
local community and submitted to Indigenous Justice, another
right protected by the current Constitution. They were not
harmed in any way, but they were subjected to several days of
close questioning, in the course of which they revealed
remarkable details of the security services’ surveillance of
social movements, including the use of infiltrators and fake
journalists. As a result of the agents’ detention, Leonidas
himself is now being charged with kidnapping.

The same Indigenous social power was on display on Thursday
when the new President of CONAIE, Marlon Vargas, announced the
indefinite nationwide stoppage. With regional stoppages and
road blocks spreading in the days before, President Noboa had
declared a state of emergency in several provinces. Now,



alongside the strike, Marlon Vargas declared a ‘community
emergency’, meaning the army and police would not be allowed
to enter any Indigenous community or territory.

This represents a significant shift in the balance of forces
within the Indigenous movement. Only two months ago, Vargas
was elected at the head of a coalition of centrist and overtly
right-wing forces, promising to do business with the Noboa
government and promote national unity. It seemed like a
serious defeat for the radical forces in the Indigenous
movement, led by Leonidas Iza. But in recent weeks, reality
has undermined that ‘unity’. The Amazonian section of CONAIE,
Confeniae, which Vargas once led, and several provincial
federations, announced they were breaking off relations with
the government. Local communities were already taking direct
action.

Events have been unfolding quickly and it is still too early
to tell whether the national stoppage will develop into a
full-blown rebellion, the third in six years. Much will depend
on what happens within the 1leadership of the Indigenous
movement. Nor is it yet clear how far President Noboa — who
retains significant support among parts of the population,
even though his popularity has fallen — will go in riding
roughshod over Ecuador’s already weak democratic institutions.
This is not yet a dictatorship, as some on the left have been
suggesting. But it may be heading in that direction.

In any case, the people of Ecuador need international
solidarity — Now!

Iain Bruce, 20 September 2025



INTERNATIONAL DENUNCIATION OF
THE ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE
LEONIDAS IZA SALAZAR, LEADER
OF THE INDIGENOUS MOVEMENT OF
ECUADOR.

[Two years ago Ecosocialist Scotland had the privilege of
supporting Leonidas Iza Salazar and his comrades during a
visit to Scotland as part of a wider series of visits across
Europe. The shocking news that an attempt has been made on his
life has filled us with anger and a renewed spirit of
solidarity with both Leonidas Iza himself and with the
struggle of the indigenous peoples of Ecuador which he has
championed. We reproduce below an English text of an statement
issued in Spanish denouncing the attempt on Leonidas’ life and
registering on-going support with him. We would encourage all
our friends and comrades to sign the statement which 1is
available here]

The undersigned indigenous organizations of Abya Yala, trade
union groups, social movements, political organizations, human
rights defenders, feminist movements, student, environmental
and alternative communication organizations and personalities
defending social justice; we strongly reject the attempted
assassination of the leader Leonidas Iza Salazar, leader of
the Indigenous Movement of Ecuador. We denounce at the
international 1level that these acts of persecution,
surveillance and harassment directed against comrade Leonidas
Iza, former president of CONAIE, are part of a plan that
constitutes a State policy backed by the Intelligence Law of
the national government of Daniel Noboa to restrict democratic
freedoms and the legitimate right to protest.

In Ecuador and many parts of the world we are witnessing an
offensive of great calamities and injustices against the
popular majorities. The flip side of the neoliberal plan is

the solidarity of the peoples, breaking the media siege and
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achieving the broadest unity in defence of our most elementary
rights. Leonidas you are not alone.

FIRST SIGNATURES

Argentine Association of Jurists- Argentina./Association
American Association of Jurists-Continental./Association
American Jurists, Ecuador Branch./Indigenous Women by CIARENA-
Mexico./Consortium QOaxaca- Mexico./Evita Movement-
Argentina./Kurdistan Women’s Movement in Abya Yala, Latin
America./CTA autonomous- Argentina./Amazon Commune-
Ecuador./Front of organizations in struggle-
Argentina./National Movement of Scientists Simén Bolivar
(MOCIENSO)- Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela Venezuela./FTS-
UNLP- Argentina./University of Oxford-United Kingdom./CADTM-
Belgium./Association of University Students of Haina (Aseuha)
Dominican Republic./Handkerchiefs in Rebeldia-
Argentina./Coordinadora de las Organizaciones de los Pueblos
Indigenous People of Quito-CO0IQ-Ecuador./Observatory of Human
Rights and nature — Pacayacu — Lago Agrio-Ecuador./Ecumenical
Movement for the Human Rights — Quilmes Memory, Truth and
Justice Collective-Argentina./CONULP - National Unified
Committee of Struggle of Peru./Anticapitalist resistance-Gran
Brittany./Ecosocialist Scotland-Scotland./Multisectorial
Federal of the Republic Argentina./Eloy Alfaro Institute for
Democracy-Mexico./Medical Society International of the ELAM-
Ecuador./Quinto Suyo Switzerland-Peru- Switzerland./Support
for the Kitu Kara People-Ecuador./Central University and
Amawtay Wasi University- Ecuador./France Amérique Latine-
France./Frutos de Nuestra Tierra-Ecuador./AMPDE- Ecuador./PTS
— DAUGHTERS- Argentina./New Meeting-Argentina./Center
Intercultural Kapak-Ecuador./AGD UBA press secretary-
Argentina./Assembly Popular of the Puna-Argentina./Network of
women politicians-Ecuador./Networking-Ecuador./School
Permanent PRAIS-Chile./Eloy Alfaro Plurinational Association-
Ecuador./Commune PRO-Ecuador./Fundacidn Kapak -



Ecuador./APEGECEA-Ecuador./Association. Argentina Uruguayan
ecological economy-Argentina./ANKU native rights-
Argentina./Whitman College USA.France Amérique Latine-
France./Comité Daniel Gillard pour les Droits humains et de la
Nature. Belgium/Marea Socialista and co-founder of
Aporrea.org/ Other Voices 1in Education Venezuela,
Brazil/.Ecosocialist Scotland-Scotland/Feminist Assembly of
Latin Americans/Elam- Colombia/Community Communication
Inféormate Pueblo- Ecuador/AnticapitalistasMiguel Urban Crespo-
Spanish State/COMUNA CHAMI- Ecuador/Comunidad Shuar Consuelo
Severino Samuel Sharupi Tapuy-Ecuador/UCIA- Ecuador/Supporting
Ecuador and University of Utrecht-Ecuador/ Agroecological
Network of the Austro- Ecuador.

Building a global movement
against genocide 1in Palestine

A global movement of solidarity has emerged in response to the
barbarity of the new genocide against the Palestinian people.
Despite intense repression, this movement is bringing together
millions across the world.

For 77 years, imperialists have been trying to destroy and
drive out the Palestinian people, exploiting the horrific
genocide of the Jews in World War II to justify dispossession,
ethnic cleansing, and genocide. Since October 2023, Israel has
been trying to destroy Palestinian life in Gaza, to replicate
the Nakba of 1948, committing itself in turn to a genocide
without parallel in the 21st century. Meanwhile, settlers are
stepping up their attacks in the West Bank, Palestinians
inside the green line face greater discrimination than before
and Israel has carried out military attacks against Lebanon,
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Syria, and Iran.

The direct participation or deep complicity of most of the
Western imperialist powers is now clear, as is that of the
Arab countries that are “normalizing” their relations with the
genocidal state, while in many other countries, the ruling
classes make polite criticisms but distance themselves from
any real resistance. All this in the name of a sickening
“right of Israel to defend itself,” which attempts to portray
the aggressor as the victim and vice versa.

Resistance in the face of repression

Fortunately, in much of the world, millions have mobilized to
demand an end to the massacres, the blockade of Gaza, and
sanctions against Israel. They have faced ruthless repression,
including bans, imprisonment, police and judicial attacks, and
false accusations of antisemitism.

The March for Gaza and the Soumud Convoy attempted to break
the blockade of Gaza and bring aid to the Palestinians. The
repression they were met with in Egypt and Libya showed the
appalling complicity of those regimes. Thousands were beaten,
intimidated, arrested, and sent back to their countries of
origin, with little response from their governments.

The Freedom Flotillas, carrying world-renowned personalities,
also attempted, more symbolically, to break the blockade. It
succeeded in further highlighting the Zionist state’s total
contempt for international law, its contempt for truth and any
limit to its jurisdiction, symbolizing its wunlimited
colonialism.

In a number of countries, it is simply forbidden to express
solidarity and assert demands, like in Algeria, where the
government claims to support Palestine but prevents solidarity
from being expressed.

In the United States and elsewhere, protests and occupations



have been banned or attacked violently by the state.
University teachers have been sacked for supporting the
movement. Students and people of colour, especially anyone
from the Middle East, have been particular targets of
repression.

Criminalization of solidarity organizations is another key
tactic. The British government declared the direct action
movement Palestine Action to be a terrorist organization,
support for which is a criminal offence — lawyers, vicars and
other notables were all arrested at an immediate protest
action. The French state has been threatening to dissolve
Urgence Palestine since April but has not yet done so perhaps
because of a major international campaign of objections.

In Germany, tens of thousands of people who have mobilized are
facing relentless repression. False accusations of
antisemitism are being used to ban demonstrations, shut down
media outlets, and discredit the entire movement. While the
weaponisation of antisemitism is a particular problem in
Germany, it 1is used against the movement everywhere -
including against Jewish organizations asserting “Not in our
name” .

In the state of Israel, even if a large majority of the Jewish
population supports the action of the army, there is a
reaction against the war crimes committed to the Palestinians,
the actions of the settlers in the West Bank and the policy
led by the far-right government of Netanyahu, in particular
the criminal will to expel the population of Gaza.

Hypocrisy is rife as governments attack and criminalize all
demonstrations of support and solidarity for the Palestinian
resistance of whatever limited form — such as chants at a
music festival — yet refuse to condemn and take sanctions
against Israel.

But it is, of course, in Palestine that repression is most



intense. In the West Bank, attacks have intensified in recent
months, with daily attacks by settlers against Palestinians
and the destruction of homes. It has also emerged that Israel
has armed and financially supported Palestinian gangs and
jihadist groups in order to undermine the resistance in Gaza
from within.

The massacres in Gaza continue; in one month, more than 600
Palestinians were killed while waiting for food aid. Food
distribution points are death traps. Several studies now
suggest that hundreds of thousands of Gazans have died in the
last two years.

Palestinian resistance 1s a key to the
global situation

The Palestinian people are resisting the second Nakba and
their expulsion from their territory with the means at their
disposal. So far, despite famine, terrible living conditions,
and murderous attacks, they are standing their ground,
refusing to disappear, and defending themselves.

The international solidarity movement has helped to expose the
reality and scale of the genocide. It has mobilized millions,
and the boycott divestment and sanctions campaign together
with mass mobilizations can isolate this criminal regime as
has happened before, for example for apartheid South Africa

This movement will not stop.

The fate of the Palestinian people is intimately linked to
that of all oppressed peoples and the fight against global
imperialist ambitions. We are living in a period of growing
inter-imperialist contradictions but one which has limits too.
Russia for example did not back Iran when Israel launched
military attacks against it. The Israeli and US attacks on
Lebanon, Syria, and Iran, and the complicity of Arab states
point to the fact that the imperialist powers, led by the US,



want to strengthen their domination over every inch of the
globe in a period of intense economic and ecological crisis.
And the Middle East remains one of the — if not the central -
strategic battlefield.

Preventing the continuation of colonization in Palestine,
pushing back Israel and the United States, and liberating
Palestine from imperialism are key points in the global shift
in the balance of power that we must build to change the
world. Therefore, the Fourth International calls for redoubled
efforts to build a global movement against genocide and for
the liberation of Palestine, through mass and workers’ action
in particular. We will work to ensure that, on the occasion of
7 October 2025, broad mobilizations contribute to changing the
balance of forces.

Free Palestine, Palestine will free us all!
From Ukraine to Palestine occupation is a crime!

13 July 2025

Vietnam: A Victory Against
Imperialism - Lessons for
Ukraine Solidarity

Fifty years on from the historic victory of the Vietnamese
people against imperialist intervention, it is vital for
socialists in Scotland and across the world to reflect on the
lessons of that struggle, particularly in the context of the
ongoing war in Ukraine. The unwavering resistance of the
Vietnamese people, in the face of immense military power,
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offers profound 1insights for those in solidarity with
Ukraine’s fight against Russian aggression.

One of the most striking parallels 1is the incredible
resilience of a people fighting for their national liberation.
Just as the Vietnamese people demonstrated an unyielding
determination to defend their sovereignty against a powerful
aggressor, so too have the people of Ukraine mounted a
significant and inspiring resistance to the Russian invasion.
This popular will to resist is a crucial element in the
struggle for self-determination and should serve as a powerful
reminder that the resolve of a determined nation can thwart
imperial ambitions. The people of Ukraine are “fighting for
national liberation, independence, and democracy”.

The Vietnam War also starkly illustrated the inherent
limitations of even the most formidable imperial power.
Despite the vast resources and military might of the United
States, they were ultimately forced into a humiliating
retreat. This historical precedent suggests that Russia’s
imperialist venture in Ukraine, despite its initial military
advantages, may also ultimately fail in the face of sustained
Ukrainian resistance and international pressure. The struggle
in Vietnam serves as a powerful reminder that military might
alone cannot overcome the determination of a people fighting
for their freedom, a lesson that offers both hope and
strategic insight for the Ukraine solidarity movement.

Furthermore, the victory in Vietnam was significantly aided by
a powerful international solidarity movement. Mass
mobilisations, protests, and various forms of support across
the globe played a vital role in raising awareness,
challenging dominant narratives, and providing crucial moral
and political support to the Vietnamese resistance. This
resonates directly with the urgent need for sustained and
broad international solidarity with Ukraine today. The anti-
Vietnam War movement, like the current efforts to support
Ukraine, involved learning and action. The Ukraine solidarity



movement can draw inspiration from this history, understanding
that providing political, material, and moral support to the
Ukrainian people, including refugees and anti-war activists,
is indispensable. The Fourth International’s recent world
congress of socialist organizations highlighted the importance
of solidarity and building mass anti-racist movements and
organisations for practical solidarity.

The struggle against the Vietnam War also necessitated a
coordinated worldwide counter-strategy from progressive and
anti-imperialist forces. Similarly, in the context of Ukraine,
there 1s a pressing need to foster coordination among
different progressive forces globally to effectively challenge
imperialism in all its forms. This means building bridges
between struggles, from Ukraine to Palestine and beyond, based
on the principle of “solidarity without exception”.

Moreover, the Vietnam War era witnessed the growth and
radicalisation of left-wing movements internationally. The
current war in Ukraine is similarly prompting significant
debate and realignment within the left. The Ukraine solidarity
movement can serve as a crucial space for learning and
clarifying anti-imperialist principles in today’s context.
This includes addressing complex issues such as “campism” -
the problematic tendency to uncritically support states
opposing Western imperialism, even if they are authoritarian -
and pacifism, while striving to foster a more robust and
principled internationalist left.

While there was widespread support for Vietnamese national
liberation, views on the Vietnamese Communist Party were not
always wuniform. However, unity 1in action against US
intervention and in support of Vietnamese self-determination
remained paramount. This offers a vital lesson for the Ukraine
solidarity movement, where diverse political perspectives
exist regarding the Ukrainian government and the role of
external powers like NATO. The central focus must remain on
the fundamental principle of Ukraine’s right to self-



determination and resistance against imperial aggression.
Solidarity should be with the Ukrainian people’s resistance
from below, including trade unionists, feminists, and social
and democratic activists, while maintaining political
independence and critically assessing the actions of all
involved parties.

Ultimately, the struggle in Vietnam underscored that
solidarity is an active commitment to stand alongside those
fighting for their liberation. This principle must be at the
heart of the Ukraine solidarity movement. Scottish socialists
should actively seek ways to support the Ukrainian resistance,
not just through symbolic actions but through practical
solidarity, such as supporting the Ukrainian left (like
Sotsialnyi Rukh), providing humanitarian aid, and advocating
for Ukraine’'s right to defend itself by whatever means
necessary. This also includes building direct links with
workers’ movements in Ukraine and amplifying the voices of
Ukrainian socialists.

By drawing on the historical lessons of Vietnam’s victory
against imperialism, the solidarity movement in Scotland can
strengthen its support for Ukraine’s struggle for national
liberation, contributing to a just and lasting peace based on
the principles of self-determination and internationalism. It
is crucial to learn from the past to effectively confront the
imperialist aggressions of the present.

Duncan Chapel
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