Vietnam: A Victory Against
Imperialism - Lessons for
Ukraine Solidarity

Fifty years on from the historic victory of the Vietnamese
people against imperialist intervention, it 1is vital for
socialists in Scotland and across the world to reflect on the
lessons of that struggle, particularly in the context of the
ongoing war in Ukraine. The unwavering resistance of the
Vietnamese people, in the face of immense military power,
offers profound insights for those in solidarity with
Ukraine’s fight against Russian aggression.

One of the most striking parallels is the incredible
resilience of a people fighting for their national liberation.
Just as the Vietnamese people demonstrated an unyielding
determination to defend their sovereignty against a powerful
aggressor, so too have the people of Ukraine mounted a
significant and inspiring resistance to the Russian invasion.
This popular will to resist 1s a crucial element in the
struggle for self-determination and should serve as a powerful
reminder that the resolve of a determined nation can thwart
imperial ambitions. The people of Ukraine are “fighting for
national liberation, independence, and democracy”.

The Vietnam War also starkly illustrated the inherent
limitations of even the most formidable imperial power.
Despite the vast resources and military might of the United
States, they were ultimately forced into a humiliating
retreat. This historical precedent suggests that Russia’s
imperialist venture in Ukraine, despite its initial military
advantages, may also ultimately fail in the face of sustained
Ukrainian resistance and international pressure. The struggle
in Vietnam serves as a powerful reminder that military might
alone cannot overcome the determination of a people fighting
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for their freedom, a lesson that offers both hope and
strategic insight for the Ukraine solidarity movement.

Furthermore, the victory in Vietnam was significantly aided by
a powerful international solidarity movement. Mass
mobilisations, protests, and various forms of support across
the globe played a vital role in raising awareness,
challenging dominant narratives, and providing crucial moral
and political support to the Vietnamese resistance. This
resonates directly with the urgent need for sustained and
broad international solidarity with Ukraine today. The anti-
Vietnam War movement, like the current efforts to support
Ukraine, involved learning and action. The Ukraine solidarity
movement can draw inspiration from this history, understanding
that providing political, material, and moral support to the
Ukrainian people, including refugees and anti-war activists,
is indispensable. The Fourth International’'s recent world
congress of socialist organizations highlighted the importance
of solidarity and building mass anti-racist movements and
organisations for practical solidarity.

The struggle against the Vietnam War also necessitated a
coordinated worldwide counter-strategy from progressive and
anti-imperialist forces. Similarly, in the context of Ukraine,
there 1s a pressing need to foster coordination among
different progressive forces globally to effectively challenge
imperialism in all its forms. This means building bridges
between struggles, from Ukraine to Palestine and beyond, based
on the principle of “solidarity without exception”.

Moreover, the Vietnam War era witnessed the growth and
radicalisation of left-wing movements internationally. The
current war in Ukraine is similarly prompting significant
debate and realignment within the left. The Ukraine solidarity
movement can serve as a crucial space for learning and
clarifying anti-imperialist principles in today’s context.
This includes addressing complex issues such as “campism” —
the problematic tendency to uncritically support states



opposing Western imperialism, even if they are authoritarian -
and pacifism, while striving to foster a more robust and
principled internationalist left.

While there was widespread support for Vietnamese national
liberation, views on the Vietnamese Communist Party were not
always wuniform. However, unity 1in action against US
intervention and in support of Vietnamese self-determination
remained paramount. This offers a vital lesson for the Ukraine
solidarity movement, where diverse political perspectives
exist regarding the Ukrainian government and the role of
external powers like NATO. The central focus must remain on
the fundamental principle of Ukraine’s right to self-
determination and resistance against imperial aggression.
Solidarity should be with the Ukrainian people’s resistance
from below, including trade unionists, feminists, and social
and democratic activists, while maintaining political
independence and critically assessing the actions of all
involved parties.

Ultimately, the struggle in Vietnam underscored that
solidarity is an active commitment to stand alongside those
fighting for their liberation. This principle must be at the
heart of the Ukraine solidarity movement. Scottish socialists
should actively seek ways to support the Ukrainian resistance,
not just through symbolic actions but through practical
solidarity, such as supporting the Ukrainian left (like
Sotsialnyi Rukh), providing humanitarian aid, and advocating
for Ukraine’'s right to defend itself by whatever means
necessary. This also includes building direct links with
workers’ movements in Ukraine and amplifying the voices of
Ukrainian socialists.

By drawing on the historical lessons of Vietnam’s victory
against imperialism, the solidarity movement in Scotland can
strengthen its support for Ukraine'’'s struggle for national
liberation, contributing to a just and lasting peace based on
the principles of self-determination and internationalism. It
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is crucial to learn from the past to effectively confront the
imperialist aggressions of the present.

Duncan Chapel



